
 
HIS FAMOUS PASSION PLAY, PERFORMED ONCE 
every 10 years in the picturesque village of 
Oberammergau (Bavaria, Southern Germany), is 
due to be staged in 2020. And if you’d like to 
witness this unique re-enactment, you can join 

us for a short, optional-extra tour (following our Mad 
Midlife Cruise on the Rhine & Danube). 

  The Oberammergau Passion Play dates back to 
1633 and the Thirty Years War when, after much suffering 
and death caused by the plague, with millions dead and 
dying all over Europe, the surviving population of this 
alpine village vowed that, if they were spared from 
extinction, they would perform “the play of the suffering, 
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ” every 10 
years. They’ve kept their promise throughout the 
centuries, and the power and mystique of their six-hour 
performance draws more visitors (religious and non-
religious) each decade – more than half a million in 2010.  

  Situated in Bavaria’s stunningly beautiful alps, 
Oberammergau Village is also famous for its wood carvings, 
plus the glorious frescos that adorn the walls of the old 
houses. And the Passion Play – which takes place on a huge 
purpose-built outdoor stage, with the sky and mountains as 

D O YOU WANT TO JOIN US AT THE PASSION PLAY? YOU NEED TO DECIDE QUICKLY! 
Tickets for the 2020 performances are already selling fast, and accommodation will soon be gone. Please secure 
your place at Oberammergau now by registering your interest with Glen Armstrong (our booking agent) … and 

paying a small holding deposit of $150 pp. Once we’ve finalised itinerary details and prices for the main Rhine & Danube    
  Cruise, you’ll be sent our 29-page INFOPACK, and can then make a formal booking. But the sooner you let us know    
      about Oberammergau, the sooner we can lock in your ticket/s and accommodation. So PLEASE ACT NOW!  

             Email midlifemadnesstours@hot.co.nz today … or phone 
                   Glen on 0800 323 333 (toll-free) 

backdrops – is a wonderful spectacle of pageantry and 
devotion involving almost half the population and a cast of 
more than 2000 villagers.  

  With the help of our booking agent, Glen Armstrong 
(House of Travel Ellerslie), we’ve arranged a memorable 
Oberammergau tour for our Kiwi group. At the end of the 
River Cruise, we’ll travel by coach from Budapest (where 
the twin cities of Buda and Pest spread over both banks of 
the Danube) … to Linz (Austria’s 3rd largest city with an 
elegant Old Town) … to Salzburg (setting for the beloved 
Hollywood extravaganza The Sound of Music) … to 
Oberammergau. 

  Following the Passion Play (and two nights in the 
atmospheric village) … we’ll continue to Heidelberg (a lively 
university town overlooked by a half-ruined castle) … 
arriving finally in Frankfurt (Germany’s financial centre, 
straddling the Main River). 

  Said one Kiwi who witnessed the 2010 performance: 
“The Passion Play was excellent, the acting was fantastic, 
the costumes wonderful and the music and scoring were 
first-class. It would’ve been worth the whole trip just to 
see the play. Everyone I talked to agreed: it was the 
definite highlight of our time away!”  


