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L et the Midlife Madness begin! 
DO YOU ENJOY HASSLE-FREE TRAVEL, FINE LIVING AND EXQUISITE 
foods? Well, why give it a second thought? Plan on joining us in 

March 2018 when we visit the Land of the Rising Sun!  

  Japan offers an extraordinary mix of ancient cultures and feudal 
histories … joyful celebrations and sober memorials … lush landscapes and 
manicured gardens … rush-hour cities and hushed retreats … hi-tech 
wonders and hi-speed rail… samurai-warriors and sumo-wrestlers … tuna-
auctions and mouth-watering sashimi … Buddhist monks and ornate temples 
… geisha girls and karaoke wannabes … rightly-proud citizens and a welcome 
that’s so generous you’ll be blown away.   

  Japan has it all, we’re told. It’s unlike any other place on earth. And 
travellers who come expecting the unexpected invariably find themselves 
entranced.  

  This Mad Midlife journey will take us to the world’s largest metropolis (Tokyo) … the world’s busiest fish 
market … a chef’s class for sushi-lovers … a step-back-in-time wonderland … and steaming hot-springs where 
monkeys flock to bathe. We’ll visit remote mountain villages … the resting-place of shoguns … revered shrines and 
temples … a wasabi farm … plus (believe it or not) a castle. We’ll sip on sake … gobble hot noodles … catch a bullet-
train here and there … pause at poignant Hiroshima … and go lake-cruising under the watchful eye of Mt Fuji. 

  We’ll be ‘doing Japan’ in springtime, of course, when the nation’s iconic cherry blossoms (sakura) erupt in a 
magical blaze of pink-and-white, blanketing town and countryside in soft, colourful splendour. Factor in friendly, 
English-speaking guides, classy accommodation and spotless facilities … and you have a unique 17-day experience 
that you’ll be raving about for decades! 
  

H ighlight after highlight …  
Our MAD MIDLIFE ITINERARY in JAPAN promises sightseeing pleasures and memories galore, with 
something different every single day. Join us and you’ll …  

 marvel at magnificent Tokyo, its glittering streets and towers, its markets, gardens, plazas & sacred sites 

 see the Imperial Palace & window-shop in Shibuya & Akihabara – Tokyo’s bustling electronics wonderland 

 travel from Tokyo to Nikko, scenic centre of Shinto and Buddhist mountain worship for many centuries 

 step back in time at the Edomura Wonderland, and try your hand at being a ninja, nobleman or courtesan 

 delight in the photogenic antics of Snow Monkeys, enjoying a hot bath in the Jigokudani Monkey Park  

 continue to Nagano and visit Zenkoji Temple, a farm selling wasabi everything, and Matsumoto Castle 

 ride the Hakone Ropeway up Mt Owakudani for eye-popping views of Japan’s highest mountain: Mt Fuji 
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 grab more great views from the Osaka Castle lookout, and tour Nara’s Todaiji Temple and Kasuga Shrine 

 visit Kyoto’s temples & pedestrian streets, Ninenzaka & Sannenzaka, lined with teahouses & cherry trees 

 wander through Sagano Bamboo Grove, Nijo Castle & Moon Crossing Bridge – top spot for blossom-views  

 roam the Peace Memorial & Atomic Bomb Dome at Hiroshima – a sober reminder of August 6th, 1945 

 ride a ferry to Miyajima Island with it’s Daishon Temple, Five Story Pagoda and famous ’floating’ Torii Gate 

 catch the bullet-train to charming, vibrant Nagasaki for a visit to the Atomic Bomb Museum & Peace Park 

 tour Hashima Island, a popular ghostly attraction also known as Gunkanjima (‘battleship island’)  
 

T hree cheers for groups! 
Travel is wonderful – and GROUP TRAVEL is doubly-wonderful! At least, that’s been our experience, ever 
since we first launched Midlife Madness Tours. When you go adventuring with one of our groups, you end 

up doing stuff, going places, meeting people, grabbing opportunities, and trying things that you mightn’t have the 
courage to try if you were travelling on your own. Plus you’ve got a great bunch of Kiwi friends to share these 
fantastic experiences with – and zero risk of feeling left out or lonely!  

  In short, there’s no end to the fun that happens and the memories that are made when likeminded, young-at-
heart midlifers go adventuring together.  

  We’re old hands when it comes to touring. Plus we make a point of ‘adding value’ – with special Midlife 
Madness extras that make good tours GREAT! So come and share some Midlife Madness in JAPAN with us!  
 

D on’t delay: book & pay your deposit 
We hope you’ll decide to be part of this adventure, and would urge you to act promptly. This will be a select 
group, with places allocated on a first-come-first-served basis – and likely to fill up fast. When previous 

Midlife Madness tours have sold out, we’ve had to turn some disappointed people away.  

  So please read this InfoPack carefully, then secure your place by phoning Glen Armstrong (our booking agent 
at House of Travel Ellerslie) on 0800 323 333 … or by emailing midlifemadnesstours@hot.co.nz … and sending your 
booking form and deposit (plus a copy of the main page from your passport) to  
      House of Travel  

PO Box 11164 
Ellerslie 
Auckland 1051.  

  Don’t miss out … decide today to be part of this Far-East Experience!  

  Here’s hoping we’ll see you in March 2018 …  
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W hat people have said about our previous tours: 
The prime requirement for each Midlife Madness tour is: WE’VE GOTTA HAVE A GOOD TIME! And the 
feedback we get from our fellow adventurers speaks for itself …  

 “The trip was absolutely unreal –  loved every bit of it – a new adventure each day!” (Sherrol) 

 “You put a great deal of effort into organising this trip – thank you. We visited places we’d only dreamed about. 
The whole holiday was the best ‘away’ experience we’ve ever had!” (Ray) 

 “We enjoyed ourselves so much – excellent value-for-money.” (John & Jan) 

 “A wonderful trip! I was hesitant at first about going on a group tour, but I’m so pleased I joined you. It all went so 
smoothly, without a hitch. I’d recommend your tours to anyone!” (June) 

 “Thanks for a hugely enjoyable trip. It was a privilege to be part of such a great group of people.” (Beth & Ian) 

 “What a wonderful blog you do – the best one I’ve ever seen! Your photos in particular are incredible.” (Valda) 

 “I’m missing everyone and wish I could do it all again! Thanks heaps guys for your hard work, putting together 
such a great tour and making it all so stress free.” (Bron) 

 “Thanks for being such kind and thoughtful friends, as well as delightful tour leaders.” (Patty) 

 “Thanks for always going the second mile! We appreciate your enthusiasm.” (Marie & Warwick) 

 “Particular thanks for your professionalism, your meticulous attention to detail (both prior to the trip and during 
it), and your many kindnesses. We will be happy to join you on another occasion.” (Les & Marion) 

 “It was all so much more than we had envisaged, and you really did make it fun.” (Brian)  

 “I thoroughly enjoyed every minute of our tour. Have bored everyone to tears since, raving on and on about the 
things we did and the wonderful friends we made. “ (Diane) 

 “An amazing trip! Thanks for all the fun and laughter you instigated along the way. I can certainly understand 
why people choose to travel with you again and again. You’re amazing!” (Shirley) 

FEEDBACK  
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T our leaders: John & Robyn Cooney 
The Cooneys (and their colleagues) launched the family magazine Grapevine back in 1981, and family-life 
remains our joint passion to this day. But (in between writing assignments, print-deadlines, kids and 

grandkids) international travel has featured high on our agenda – taking us to many stunning destinations: Europe, 
the UK, Singapore, Vanuatu, the USA, Israel, Egypt, Africa (Kenya & Tanzania), China, Laos-Cambodia-Vietnam, the 
Mediterranean, France, the Baltic, India, China, South America, Canada and Alaska. 

  Travel, we’ve discovered, is an all-five-senses experience – a chance to see, feel, smell, hear and taste the 
world. And you’ve got to believe us: sightseeing with a group of laid-back Kiwis is DOUBLE the fun! We hesitate to 
call ourselves ‘experts’ – but we relish the chance to explore new countries, cultures 
and customs … we’re at-home in airports, hotels, cruise ships, and the like … and we 
know how to make the most of a unique travel opportunity.  

  Our 2018 JAPAN ADVENTURE can’t come quick enough – lots of laughs, great 
company, and memories that will last forever. Here’s hoping YOU will join us! 

 John & Robyn Cooney, PO Box 212, Whangamata 3643, NZ 

 Phone: 021 643 078 (mob) 

 Email: jc@johncooney.co.nz … Website: www.johncooney.co.nz 

 Travel Blog: www.midlifemadness.wordpress.com 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/MidlifeMadnessTours 
 

B ooking agent: Glen Armstrong                
at House of Travel Ellerslie 

House of Travel Ellerslie is an IATA-bonded consultancy, serving passionate travellers like you since 2004. Glen and 
his team bring to Midlife Madness Tours extensive experience with group travel, plus a commitment to helping 
the Cooneys provide the very best by way of hassle-free adventures – so you can enjoy every 
minute and not worry about a thing! 

  House of Travel is a New Zealand owned and operated travel company, established in 
1987, with 65 outlets nationwide. Glen and his team look forward to talking with you about your 
booking arrangements … travel insurance … and any other touring queries or requirements.  

 House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051, NZ 

 Street address: 108 Main Highway, Ellerslie, Auckland 

 Phone: tollfree 0800 323 333 … Office: 09 525 2363 … Fax: 09 525 2491 

 Email: midlifemadnesstours@hot.co.nz … Website: www.hotellerslie.co.nz  

WHO ARE WE? 
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A ge, health & mobility 
This tour (as the name suggests) is a little different to most. And we’re keen to attract like-minded, fun-
loving, young-at-heart people in MIDLIFE (or thereabouts). So: if you find yourself in your middle years or 

retired … AND you’re fit, healthy and able to keep up … AND you’re keen to kick up your heels, go mildly wild, and 
laugh yourself silly with a bunch of fellow-Kiwis – then you’ll fit in just fine! 

  If you’re outside this age group, that’s not necessarily a problem. In our experience, AGE isn’t as important as 
ATTITUDE. Our groups usually feature a good mix of singles and couples – and happily include some older members 
who enjoy good health, and often turn out to be the life’n’soul of the party.  

  However, this Midlife Madness tour will be busy, active, on-the-go – with lengthy flights, some early 
mornings/long days, lots of getting on-and-off coaches and trains, and heaps of on-foot sightseeing to take in. Which 
probably makes this tour unsuitable for you if you have a disability … mobility/balance problems or walking 
difficulties … heart or lung or eyesight conditions … or other health issues that could (i) place you at unreasonable 
risk, health-wise, (ii) require extra time/attention from the tour leaders, or (iii) slow down the group as a whole. 
  

M edical certificate please 
1. You must advise us, at the time of booking (and later, should things change), if you 
 have ANY relevant health or mobility problems that we need to be aware of.  

2. If you have any health or mobility problems – or if you’re 70 years old (or more) – you’ll be 
asked to complete a Midlife Madness Medical Certificate (from House of Travel Ellerslie) – 
which requires some input from your doctor. (This information will be treated confidentially.) 

3. If we believe this tour is unsuitable for you (for health or mobility reasons): 

a. we may decline your booking, with regret (we’d encourage you to join a  slower-paced, 
less-demanding tour) … or  

b. if you were intending to travel on your own, we may request that you travel with 
someone else (your wife/husband/partner, a family member, a close friend, a travel-buddy) – who can 
accompany you and provide any special assistance you may need. 

 

T ravel insurance – compulsory 
Travelling with no (or inadequate) cover is highly risky – and, should an accident or illness occur while 
you’re overseas, it can prove extremely costly! Which is why we require everyone joining this Midlife 

Madness Tour to have adequate, up-to-date insurance (including provision for emergency evacuation). Regrettably, 
failure to attend to this could result in your booking being declined.  

  Please, therefore, consider the following two options: 
 

ABOUT YOU? 
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1. You can sign up for our RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE. House of Travel Ellerslie offer a valuable 
discount (up to 20%) that you might like to take advantage of. Simply call Glen Armstrong on 0800 323 333 

(toll-free) and ask for a quote … or send Glen an email: midlifemadnesstours@hot.co.nz.  

  Please also tick the RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE box on your Booking Form (down the right-hand side 
of the form). 

  Glen will get back to you with a quote, plus further information. Your travel insurance discount (up to 20% off 
the premium) will be deducted by House of Travel Ellerslie from your final tour invoice.  
 

2. Alternatively, you can arrange YOUR OWN INSURANCE, if you wish. However, to avoid any unpleasant or 
expensive shocks (in the unlikely event of an accident or illness): 

a. please check your policy’s fine-print carefully and make sure you know what you’re covered for – and 
what you’re not covered for. For example, you SHOULD be covered for ‘emergency evacuation’ (in the 
event of serious injury or illness) and ‘civil commotion’ (in the event of riots and demonstrations). If in 
doubt, discuss your concerns asap with Glen at House of Travel Ellerslie.  

b. please provide us with a copy of your policy document, showing the insurance company, policy number, 
emergency contact numbers, etc – so we have this information on hand, should a situation arise. 

 

CONFUSED?  

If you need to discuss age/health/insurance matters, phone Glen (House of Travel Ellerslie): 0800 323 333 (toll-free).  
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E stimated all-up price: from $12,229 pp share-twin 
This all-up price is an estimate and may be influenced by further unexpected increases and/or currency 
exchange rate fluctuations. Our confirmed price won’t be known until later this year. Your price may vary 

according to whether you’ll be sharing a cabin and hotel rooms with your spouse/partner/friend (share-twin) or 
travelling alone and require a cabin/room all to yourself (single).  

 If you’re travelling alone and want to share-twin, talk to Glen at House of Travel Ellerslie on 0800 323 333 
(toll-free) – there’s a good chance he can match you up with another suitable single traveller. 

 If you’re travelling alone and require a hotel room all to yourself, ask House of Travel for the single price. 
 

D eposit required: $1,500 per person 
To be certain of securing your place/s on this tour, please complete the Booking Form (attached) and send 
it, with your deposit, to House of Travel Ellerslie a.s.a.p. (Note: if you wish to pay your deposit ONLINE – by 

credit card or direct credit – please phone Glen at House of Travel for their bank account details: 0800 323 333). 

 DEPOSIT PAYABLE:  $1,500 per person   

 FINAL PAYMENT DUE: December 15, 2017 (your final invoice will be sent out in Oct/Nov 2017). 
 

W hat’s included in the price? 
Like we say, pretty much everything! Why? Well, experience has taught us that Kiwi travellers prefer to 
know – and pay – up front and in advance ... rather than having to find substantial extra dollars during 

the tour for unplanned “extras”.  

  Take sightseeing excursions, for example. Most tour promoters don’t include the cost of these in their 
advertised prices, but we do – selecting the very best options for our Kiwi group in advance. The same goes for 
tipping (a hassle, and a necessary evil, which can add hundreds of dollars to the cost of a trip) – all included in our 
Mad Midlife price. Here’s what’s covered: 

 AIRFARES:     Auckland to Tokyo … Tokyo to Auckland 

 TAXES:      airport taxes and airline security taxes 
 HOTELS:     (breakfast included) as detailed in our Final Itinerary  
 COACHES & TRAINS:  as detailed in our Final Itinerary 
 TRANSFERS:     between airports and hotels and train stations 

 SIGHTSEEING:    all excursions and entrance fees as detailed in our Final Itinerary 
 LOCAL GUIDES:   on all sightseeing excursions 
 MEALS:     as detailed in our Final Itinerary 
 TIPPING:     all gratuities to local guides, drivers, porters, etc 

 TOUR LEADERS:   all the help that John & Robyn can offer 

NITTY-GRITTY 
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W hat’s not included? 
 passport & visa fees 
 travel insurance 

 any optional sightseeing not in our Final Itinerary (e.g. when you’re on your own) 
 meals, other than those stated in our Final itinerary 
 drinks with meals or otherwise  
 items of a personal nature (e.g. medical expenses, laundry, phonecalls, souvenirs, etc) 

 

T ravel documents: 
 PASSPORTS: All tour members need a current PASSPORT (valid for at least 6 months after return to 

NZ). A RETURNING RESIDENT’S VISA is also required for holders of other than NZ Passports. If you 
need assistance with either of these documents, phone House of Travel Ellerslie, tollfree 0800 323 333. 

 VISA FOR JAPAN: New Zealanders require a valid entry Visa for Japan. House of Travel Ellerslie will 
obtain this for you (closer to departure date you’ll be asked to complete an application form). Visa fees 
are not included the tour price – the cost will be added to your final invoice. 

 

A ir New Zealand stuff you should know 
 BUSINESS CLASS or PREMIUM ECONOMY UPGRADE: If you would like to fly Business Class or 

Premium Economy, please phone House of Travel Ellerslie on 0800 323 333 for an estimated upgrade 
price. 

 AIRPOINTS: If you’d like to join the Air New Zealand frequent flyer 
programme, call House of Travel Ellerslie – they have all the information          
you need. 

 

M eanwhile, we’ll keep you posted! 
Between now and our departure, we’ll keep you updated with TOUR 
TEASERS (giving you a background ‘taste’ of the places we’ll be stopping 

at) … plus occasional Midlife Madness NEWSLETTERS (giving you important details re 
our tour, Japan travel tips, what to pack, money-money-money, etc).  

  In short, we’ll do everything we can to help you prepare for – and gain the MAX 
from – this fabulous Asian travel experience! 

  So what are you waiting for? Decide now you’re going to join us! 
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L et us explain …  
EACH SPRING, JAPAN’S LANDSCAPE IS LITTERED WITH ZILLIONS OF PINK & WHITE BLOSSOMS – STUNNING 
colour that’s celebrated throughout the entire country. And we Kiwis will be there, on the spot, to immerse 

ourselves in all that’s uniquely Japanese. Our journey starts in bustling Tokyo with its impressive gardens, enormous 
fish market, and devoted sushi-masters. Later we’ll enjoy a step-back-in-time theme-park, Edomura Nikko, and 
witness famous ‘snow monkeys’ bathing in steaming hot springs. Then it’s on to scenic Nagano and geothermal 
Hakone for views of Mt Fuji … followed by Osaka’s castle, Kyoto’s temples and Sagano’s bamboo grove … ending 
finally in poignant Hiroshima and Nagasaki. If you want exquisite scenery, enchanting culture, and wonderful cuisine 
… you couldn’t choose a better tour than this Mad Midlife adventure in Japan. 

  Out of a long list of sightseeing possibilities we’ve selected what we believe are the very best options, plus 
we’ve added some nice extra touches of our own. The overall goal is simply this: to experience, learn and enjoy as 
much as possible … without getting bored or exhausted … and with time in-between to kick back and relax!  

  Closer to departure we’ll send you our FINAL ITINERARY – with full details of flight times, stopovers, 
sightseeing arrangements, hotels and accommodation, etc. But, in the meantime, read on … because this interim 
itinerary is sure to whet your appetite:  

OUR ITINERARY 
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Midlife Madness in Japan 
Itinerary March-April 2018 

MARCH 

Monday 26  “Konnichiwa!” Japan … here we come!  
(D) Yeehaa, it’s actually happening! We depart Auckland International Airport this morning, arriving 

at Tokyo’s Narita Airport late in the afternoon. We’re met by our Japanese guide and 
transferred to the Shinjuku Prince Hotel for the next three nights – right next to Tokyo’s lively 
Kabukicho area (with shops and eateries galore).  

 Japan’s dazzling capital has everything you could ask for in a city: award-winning architecture, 
fantastic public transport, and more cafes and restaurants than you could visit in a lifetime. 
We’ve got Midlife Madness Welcome Dinner tonight in our hotel … 

 

Tuesday 27  Tokyo  
(B, L, D) Wakey-wakey Kiwis! We’ve got lots to see in Tokyo today, so time to get out of bed! We’re 

visiting the famous Meiji Shrine, dedicated to the late 19th-century emperor who opened Japan 
to the West … broad, tree-lined Omotesando Street … the ancient Asakusa Sensogi Temple, 
founded in 628AD by local fishermen … Akihabara Electronic Town (crammed with the craziest 
gadgets you’ll ever see) … and Ueno Park, a popular spot for cherry blossom parties, with more 
than 1000 cherry trees lining the streets. We break at a local restaurant for lunch … and share 
dinner tonight at a local restaurant. 

 

Wednesday 28  Tokyo  
(B) This morning, for something a little different, we tour the vast Tsukiji Fish Market and learn 

from a local chef how to make (and eat) sushi. We then visit Ginza Mitsukoshi, Japan’s oldest 
surviving department store, and check out the Imperial Palace Plaza (a park surrounding the 
main residence of the Imperial Family) … and Hamarikyu Garden (created by Shogun 
Tokugawa). Finally, we head up Tokyo Tower (13 metres taller than Eiffel) for some birds’-eye 
views of this stunning city. Dinner tonight – your call! 

 

Thursday 29  Tokyo … Nikko 

(B, L, D) Leaving the fast-paced capital, we plunge into Japanese history and culture, two and a half 
hours drive from Tokyo. The town of Nikko was a center of Shinto and Buddhist mountain 
worship for many centuries. It sits at the entrance to a scenic National Park, and is most famous 

http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2056.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2055.html
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for its World Heritage shrines and temples – including the lavishly decorated Toshogu, final 
resting place of Tokugawa Ieyasu, founder of the shogunate that ruled Japan for over 250 years 
(until 1868) … and Taiyuinbyo, the mausoleum of the third Tokugawa shogun, Iemitsu.  

 We tour both sites, then visit the Tamozawa Imperial Villa – a splendidly restored imperial 
palace dating from the Edo and Meiji eras and showcasing superb artisanship, including brilliant 
screen paintings and serene garden views framed from nearly every window.  

 We’re at the Kinugawa Kanko Hotel for the next two nights – and at local eateries for dinner. 
 

Friday 30  Edo Wonderland 

(B) Today, for something totally different, we head out to Nikko’s Edomura Nikko – a Japanese 
wonderland that allows us to step back in time and explore the Edo period (17th century) with 
its warriors, merchants, craftsmen and peasants. Ever wondered what it was like to be a ninja, a 
nobleman, a samurai swordsman or a kimono-robed courtesan? Well, wonder no longer! This 
popular, fun-filled theme-park recreates the costuming, weaponry, crafts, food and day-to-day 
life of Japanese society back in the day – with interactive theatre, workshops, stalls, etc. 

 

Saturday 31  Tokyo … Nagano 

(B, D) Question: Where in the world can you find monkeys enjoying a hot bath in the middle of 
mountains? Answer: In the Jigokudani Monkey Park. Which is where we go today, after a 
morning drive through Nikko National Park. An area called Hell’s Valley, known for its heavy 
winter snowfalls, is home to large groups of Japanese Macaques – also known as Snow 
Monkeys – that regularly bathe in the steaming natural ‘onsen’ (spa-pools). Bring your camera 
and prepare to be enchanted!  

 Then we continue by coach to the temple-town of Nagano (mountain-ringed site of the 1998 
Winter Olympics) and the Metropolitan Nagano Hotel. Dinner tonight at a local restaurant. 

APRIL 

Sunday 1  Nagano … Matsumoto … Kawaguchi  
(B, D) We enjoy a morning’s sightseeing in Nagano, including a visit to Zenkoji Temple (revered for 

more than 1400 years as Japan’s primary Buddhist centre) … and one of Japan’s largest wasabi 
farms. (If you’re in the mood, you can try your tastebuds on fresh wasabi, wasabi paste, wasabi 
pickles, wasabi noodles, wasabi curry, wasabi sausages, wasabi dressing, wasabi beer, wasabi 
juice, wasabi cream and wasabi chocolate – yum! 

 Following lunch on our own, we head for Matsumoto Castle, the oldest surviving wooden 
samurai fortress in Japan. Built by the Ogasawara clan in 1504 and painted a brooding black to 
deter would-be attackers, it was nicknamed ‘Karasujo’ (Crow Castle). 

http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3801.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2128.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2128.html
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 We then continue with a 90-min drive to scenic Lake Kawaguchi, where we visit the Ichiku 
Kubota Museum, named after the artist who revived the lost art of Tsujigahana silk dyeing, 
used to decorate elaborate kimonos during the Muromachi Period (1333-1573). Dinner tonight 
in the Motosu View Hotel.  

 

Monday 2  Kawaguchi … Hakone … Osaka 
(B, L, D) Today begins with a drive to Hakone, famous for its hot springs, natural beauty and stunning 

views. From there, we ride the Hakone Ropeway (cable-car) up Mt Owakudani, gliding over 
rumbling, steaming sulphurous vents. Japanese legend says that, if you can eat a hard-boiled 
egg from the hot springs in this volcanic area, you’ll add seven years to your life – so that’s 
something you might like to try!  

 On a clear day (from the top) you can see forever  … including Japan's highest and most 
worshipped mountain: Mt Fuji. We follow lunch at a local restaurant with a cruise on Lake Ashi, 
then end the afternoon on a hi-speed bullet-train to Osaka (Japan’s second-largest metro area 
after Tokyo) and dinner plus shut-eye in the Daiichi Hotel.  

 

Tuesday 3  Osaka … Nara … Kyoto  
(B, L, D) We begin the morning with great views from Osaka Castle – one of Japan's most famous 

landmarks (which played a major role in the unification of Japan during the sixteenth century of 
the Azuchi-Momoyama period). Then we head to the city of Nara, Japan’s first permanent 
capital (crammed with World Heritage Sites, temples and cultural significance) where we check 
out Todaiji Temple (its Great Buddha Hall houses the world's largest bronze statue of the 
Buddha Vairocana, known in Japanese as Daibutsu) … Nara Park (with herds of free-roaming 
deer) … and the Shinto Kasuga Shrine (first built in 768AD by order of Emperor Shotoku).  

 A stroll through Naramachi, the old-town merchant district where the atmosphere of the past 
has been preserved in houses, museums and temples, is followed by lunch … a transfer to Kyoto 
(one-time Imperial Capital and geisha-girl centre, on the island of Honshu) … and check-in to the 
Grand Prince Hotel for the next three nights. Dinner tonight? Somewhere local and yummy!  

 

Wednesday 4  Kyoto 
(B, L) Kyoto is Japan's cultural heart, known for its Buddhist temples, gorgeous gardens and 

colourful shrines. We start our busy day with a tour of three temples (don’t worry: they’re all 
different and each worth a look-see): the Kinkakuji Temple … the Ryoanji Temple … and (after 
lunch at a local eatery) the Kiyomizu Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage Site perched on a hill 
overlooking the Kyoto basin. Later, we get to wander down two attractive, sloping pedestrian 
streets, Ninenzaka and Sannenzaka, lined with beautifully restored teahouses and flowering 
cherry trees. Dinner – your decision. 
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Thursday 5  Kyoto … Sagano 
(B) Today, for a change of pace, we enter a different world: the Sagano Bamboo Grove (a vast 

forest of thick green bamboo which seems to tower endlessly in every direction). We then visit 
Tenryuji Temple (a sprawling Zen complex with Kyoto’s finest garden plus fabulous mountain 
views … Nijo Castle (former powerbase of Shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu) … and finally Arashiyama 
(Storm Mountain) with its ‘Moon Crossing Bridge’ (Togetsukyo) – very popular for cherry 
blossom viewing.  

 We’ve worked for it, we’ve earned it, and now we’ve got it: an afternoon and evening at leisure! 
 

Friday 6  Kyoto … Hiroshima 
(B, D) In the decades since that dreadful day in August 1945, Hiroshima has rebuilt itself as one of 

Japan's most laidback, vibrant cities – full of wide boulevards and art museums, great food and 
welcoming people. We spend the morning aboard another bullet-train, rushing from Kyoto to 
Hiroshima, where (in the afternoon) we visit the sobering Peace Memorial Park & Museum … 
the Atomic Bomb Dome (the only structure left standing in the area where the first atomic 
bomb exploded) … and the Sukkeien Garden, where valleys, mountains and forests are 
represented in miniature along with ancient tea-houses (restored after the bomb).  

 Tonight and tomorrow night we’re in the Grand Prince Hiroshima Hotel. 
 

Saturday 7  Hiroshima … Miyajima   
(B) Today we take a short ferry ride out to Miyajima Island, a small wooded outcrop (regarded as 

an ‘Island of Gods’) located on the beautiful Seto Inland Sea. Here we ride the Mt Misen 
Ropeway (gondola) for spectacular views … visit the Daishon Temple, a sacred historic complex 
deep in the forest … inspect the Five Story Pagoda, a stunning vermillion-coloured masterpiece 
built in 1407 … do some shop-shop-shopping in Omotesando Street (the liveliest place in 
Miyajima) … and take in (as close to high tide as possible) the famous Torii Gate, entrance to the 
Itsukushima Shrine, known worldwide for being built over water and seemingly floating on the 
sea. Lunch and dinner today – your own arrangement. 

 

Sunday 8  Hiroshima … Nagasaki 
(B, D) Fasten your seatbelts, folks, because this morning we enjoy one final ride (flight?) on a speeding 

bullet-train to the city of Nagasaki – a name synonymous with the dropping of the second 
atomic bomb (three days after Hiroshima). Inevitably, this history overshadows everything else, 
yet today Nagasaki is a vibrant, charming and totally unique gem that begs to be explored. Our 
afternoon tour includes sober photos and artefacts in the Atomic Bomb Museum, the Peace 
Park (presided over by a 10-tonne bronze statue) and the profoundly moving Peace Memorial. 
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 We also visit the Glover Garden (an outdoor museum) and the Mt Inasa Ropeway (glass-sided 
gondola) rising 333 metres above sea level to a magnificent observation platform – before 
heading to our hotel for our last two nights: the Nagasaki ANA Crowne Plaza. 

 

Monday 9  Nagasaki … Hashima Island 
(B, D) The small island of Hashima (about 15 km from Nagasaki) was once a bustling community of 

5000 people, who lived alongside the mines they worked. Abandoned in the 1970s, the island 
and its buildings had been left to the elements. But calls for its preservation, a cameo role in 
the James Bond movie Skyfall, and recognition by Unesco have all helped make this once-
forgotten isle a now popular, ghostly attraction. Hashima is also known as Gunkanjima 
(‘battleship island’) – so named because of its ship-like silhouette. 

 Following our morning tour, the afternoon (along with lunch) is yours to enjoy at leisure. Don’t 
get lost, because this evening, at a time and place yet to be announced, we’ll share our Midlife 
Madness Farewell Dinner …  

 

Tues 10/Wed 11  all good things come to an end … 
(B) Our Mad Midlife Adventure in Japan is, sadly, over … and the time has come for us to head for 

home. We farewell Nagasaki, departing by plane for Tokyo, then connect with our early evening 
(overnight) flight to Auckland on Air New Zealand.  

 We’ve had a BALL, haven’t we … and we’ve got memories and photos to prove it!  

 So “Sayonara, Japan!” (Goodbye …”) 

 Is everybody happy? 

 You bet your life we are! 
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B ooking conditions: 
Read the  you approximately two weeks before departure from New Zealand 

(providing full payment has been received). 
 
MINIMUM NUMBERS 
Tour costs are based on a minimum of 20 tour members. House of Travel 
Ellerslie reserves the right to cancel the tour if this number is not reached. 
If this happens, you may claim cancellation charges against your loss-of-
deposit travel insurance. This action will relieve House of Travel Ellerslie of 
any further liability to the client. All indications are that this tour will be 
well supported. 
 
AMENDMENTS 
Should you wish to alter your arrangements after your original booking, 
you should advise us as soon as practical and we will do all we can to meet 
your requirements. Any arrangements requested that differ from or add to 
the group booking may incur an amendment charge of between $50 and 
$75 to cover administration and communication costs involved, plus any 
charges from principals. 
 
CANCELLATION & REFUNDS 
Tour Arrangements: 
If you find it necessary to cancel your holiday, monies will be refunded less 
a cancellation fee per person as follows: 
 63-43 days before departure    less 50% of total price 
 42-22 days before departure    less 75% of total price 
 21 days or less before departure   less 100% of total price 
 (Note: certain categories of travel may fall outside these dates.)  
 
No refund is available for cancellation after commencement of tour 
arrangements or on any services not used. Should you encounter any 
problem on tour it is always better to try and solve it on the spot with the 
tour operator.  
 
If this is not possible and you wish to lodge a complaint, this should be 

H ow to book: 
1. Read the Booking Conditions (below). 

2. Complete the Booking Form (one per person, carefully filling in your passport details). 

3. Mail the following to House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051: 

   your Booking Form 

   your Deposit Cheque ($1,500 per person) 

   plus a photocopy of your Passport’s main page   

4. If you want House of Travel’s discounted insurance, please tick that box on your Booking Form.  

5. If you’re paying online (by credit card or direct credit) please phone House of Travel Ellerslie – tollfree 
on 0800 323 333 – for their bank account details. 

6. House of Travel Ellerslie will confirm your booking in writing and send you a receipt for your deposit. 

7. If the tour’s already full, you’ll be advised (with regret) and your deposit will be returned immediately. 

TOUR PRICE: MIDLIFE MADNESS IN JAPAN 
share twin  – from $12,229 per person  
single  – to be advised 

 
TOUR PRICE INCLUDES 
1. economy class airfares from Auckland to Tokyo … Tokyo to Auckland 
2. airport taxes and airline security taxes 
3. hotels (breakfast included) as detailed in the final itinerary  
4. coaches & trains as detailed in the final itinerary 
5. transfers between airports and hotels and train stations 
6. all sightseeing, excursions and entrance fees as in final itinerary  
7. meals as detailed in the final itinerary 
8. services of experienced Local Guides on all sightseeing tours 
9. tipping to local guides, drivers, porters, etc 
10. assistance of Tour Leaders, John & Robyn Cooney 
 
TOUR PRICE EXCLUDES 
1. passport & visa fees 
2. travel insurance 
3. optional excursions and sightseeing not in the final itinerary  
4. meals, other than those stated in the final itinerary 
5. drinks with meals or otherwise  
6. items of a personal nature (e.g. medical expenses, laundry, 

phonecalls, souvenirs, etc) 
 
PAYMENTS 
 Deposit     – $1,500 per person  
 Final Payment Due – December 15, 2017 
1. Your tour reservation will be confirmed on receipt of deposit and 

booking form. 
2. Payment in full is required at time of booking for reservations made 

after December 15, 2017. 
3. If payment is not made by this date, bookings may be cancelled. 
4. Travel documents and instructions for joining your tour will be sent to 



done in writing within 30 days of completing your tour. 
Sightseeing: No refunds will be made to passengers who elect not to 
participate in the sightseeing tours included in the itinerary. 
 
Air Arrangements: Cancellation fees will apply as required by Airline 
Tariff Regulations and will vary dependent upon the type of airfare 
utilised.  
 
Name changes less than 60 days before departure will incur amendment 
fees and may be treated as a cancellation. 
 
TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 
1. Prior to confirming your travel arrangements, you should check that 

your Passport will remain valid for at least 6 months after your return 
to New Zealand). You must carry your Passport with you throughout 
the entire duration of the tour.  

2. A Returning Resident’s Visa is required for holders of other than NZ 
Passports. Talk to House of Travel Ellerslie about this. 

 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
Travel insurance is compulsory for everyone on this tour. You agree that 
we will have no liability for any loss or damage of any kind (direct, indirect, 
consequential or otherwise) you may suffer resulting from cancellation, 
loss of luggage and personal property, medical expenses, and the effects 
of accident, however it is caused. It is your responsibility to insure yourself 
fully with a comprehensive policy that includes provision for emergency 
evacuation. 
 
YOUR HEALTH AND FITNESS 
Pre-Existing Medical Conditions: We strongly recommend a visit to your 
doctor and dentist before your holiday. You must ask your doctor about 
current inoculation requirements. Full details of pre-existing medical 
conditions must be forwarded to House of Travel Ellerslie when you book. 
Failure to do so is a breach of these conditions and may result in your 
being excluded from the tour and all funds paid being forfeited. Clients 70 
years old (or more) and/or with pre-existing medical conditions require a 
medical certificate from their doctor clearing them for this tour and House 
of Travel Ellerslie reserves the right, at its discretion, to cancel your 
booking and refund the money paid by you. During your holiday you are 
under the control of your tour leader, who has the authority to determine 
your suitability to continue with the tour. 
 
Illness or Absenteeism: In case you have to withdraw from the tour after 
it has begun for reasons such as illness, be sure to obtain a medical 
certificate to support any insurance claim. House of Travel Ellerslie regrets 
that they cannot make refunds for absences from the tour, including but 
not limited to missed meals or sightseeing. If a promotional airfare is 
broken or extended for any reason, an additional fare may be payable. 
 
Physical Disabilities: If you need any form of assistance or are physically 
disabled, you must be accompanied by a passenger who will take full 
responsibility for any assistance needed during the cruise, associated land 
arrangements and in the event of an emergency. You must notify us in 
writing prior to booking of any disabilities, medical apparatus, or special 
medical assistance you may need. We reserve the right to decline anyone 
for any reason who, in the opinion of House of Travel Ellerslie, is 
unsuitable for travel or whose condition may affect the health, safety or 
enjoyment of other passengers.  
 
TOUR EXCLUSIONS 
House of Travel Ellerslie reserves the right to withdraw tour membership 
from anyone whose behaviour is deemed likely to affect the smooth 
operation of the tour or adversely affect the enjoyment or safety of other 
passengers, and House of Travel Ellerslie shall be under no liability to any 
such person. 
 
INFORMATION PACK VALIDITY 
Considerable care has been taken to compile this information pack but 
circumstances may necessitate changes in itinerary and costs, in which 
case you will be informed as soon as possible. House of Travel Ellerslie 
cannot be held responsible for any changes which may occur and reserves 
the right to increase the price of any travel arrangements up to the date of 
departure. This includes adjustment for devaluation, fuel surcharges, 
airfare increases as well as international exchange rate fluctuations. Air 
New Zealand does not, by virtue of their endorsement to this information 
pack represent themselves as either contracting with any purchaser of a 
holiday from House of Travel Ellerslie or as having any other legal 
relationship with such purchaser. 
 
CHECKING YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
It is important that you check all of the documentation handed to you in 
relation to your proposed travel and accommodation to ensure that it fully 
meets with your requirements and to ensure that there have been no 
misunderstandings. 

BOOKING CONDITIONS: 
1. The guarantees under the Consumer Guarantees Act 1993 will 

apply to services supplied by us except where they are acquired, or 
are held out as being acquired, for business purposes: 

1.1 The services that House of Travel Ellerslie supply consist of arranging 
and coordinating travel, entertainment and accommodation, and making 
bookings, issuing tickets and vouchers to be redeemed by Suppliers. We 
will not be liable for any loss or damage of any kind (direct, indirect, 
consequential or otherwise) which you may suffer resulting from selection 
of those suppliers, or your use or consumption of, or inability to use or 
consume those facilities or services. 
1.2 We undertake to perform these services with reasonable care and 
skill. We will not be liable for any loss or damage which results from the 
act, default or omission of any person other than ourselves, our 
employees or agents, or any cause independent of human control. This 
includes (but is not limited to), loss or damage which arises directly or 
indirectly from any act of God, weather disruptions, dangers incidental to 
the sea, fire, breakdown in machinery or equipment, acts of Governments 
or other authorities de jure or de facto, wars whether declared, or not, 
hostilities, civil disturbances, strikes, riots, terrorist incidents, deaths, 
pilferage, epidemics, quarantines or medical or customs regulations. 
1.3 We are not able to exercise control over services we do not supply 
directly, therefore we will not be responsible for any loss or damage 
arising from: 
 any booking made directly with a service Supplier by another travel 

agent; or 
 any services which are not provided by us and which are additional to 

those described in this information pack. 
 
2. Supply of Travel, Entertainment, Accommodation Services and 

Facilities:  
2.1 When we make your bookings with the Suppliers of travel, 
entertainment and accommodation facilities or services, we are acting as a 
booking agent for the Suppliers. 
2.2 All travel, entertainment and accommodation facilities or services are 
supplied directly to you by the Suppliers. We have no control over the 
facilities or services themselves, or the manner in which they are provided 
by the Suppliers. Therefore you should be aware of the following 
conditions: 
 We will not be liable for any loss or damage of any kind which may 

arise from your use of, consumption of, or inability to use or consume 
those facilities or services. 

 The provision of those facilities or services is subject to the terms and 
conditions of your contract with each Supplier. 

 Where for any reason, a Supplier is unable to provide particular 
facilities or services, then that Supplier may be entitled, under its 
contract with you, to substitute those services or facilities with 
comparable or equivalent facilities, or services without incurring any 
liability to you. You should check your contract with each Supplier. 

 All facilities or services described by us are subject to availability from 
the Supplier. 

 We will not be liable or responsible for any loss or damage relating to 
your luggage, personal possessions, health or welfare, or delays or 
travel disruptions unless these arise directly from the service we 
provide to you. 

 
3. Business Purposes:  
You agree that where our services are acquired for business purposes, or 
where you hold yourself out for acquiring our services for business 
purposes, the Consumer Guarantee Act 1993 will not apply to any supply 
of goods or services made under these conditions and we will not be liable 
or responsible for any loss or damage of any kind to you, including any 
consequential loss or damage however it may be caused. 
 
4. Prices:  
4.1 Events beyond our control, such as currency fluctuations, taxes, 
changes to the price of aviation fuel or changes to the cost of services or 
facilities may result in the prices charged to you being different from those 
shown in this information pack. You should check all prices with House of 
Travel Ellerslie before making reservations and before making final 
payment. 
4.2 Prices may also be liable to variation between the time of booking 
and departure. We reserve the right to vary the price up until the time of 
your final payment being received by us due to exchange rates, group 
numbers and other events that may affect our initial quoted price. 
4.3 Receipt of a deposit will be taken as an understanding by the 
Company that the participant has read and agrees to abide by these terms 
and conditions. 
 
5. Legal Claims:   
Any claims or legal action in connection with the provision of our services 
to you will be governed by the laws of New Zealand. Any claim or legal 
action against the Suppliers is likely to be subject to the terms of your 
contract with them, and may be governed by the laws of other countries. 
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I wish to UPGRADE to BUSINESS CLASS or PREMIUM ECONOMY CLASS    YES–NO 
on Air New Zealand flights             (please circle) 
 

I am interested in doing EXTRA TRAVEL          YES–NO 
when the tour has ended             (please circle) 

(tick one) 

(tick one) 

 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

Please arrange      single room  (I will pay the extra SINGLE price) 
        share double  (room with double bed – available on request) 

        share twin   (room with twin beds) 
 

I am       travelling with ……………………………………………………………………………………. (name) 

        travelling alone  
 

AGE, HEALTH & FITNESS: 
Important: Please read the About You section – page 7/8 of this InfoPack. If you have any health or 
mobility issues, or you’re 70 years old (or over), you and your doctor will need to complete a Medical 
Certificate – available from House of Travel Ellerslie. 

 

  Do you have any health/fitness/mobility problems that we should be aware of?  
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

  Is there any illness or disability for which you are on permanent medication? 
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

  Do you require special inflight meals (e.g. gluten-free or vegetarian)?  
 

 

FAMILY CONTACTS IN NZ: Name #1 …………………………………..…………………………………………………………………...………  
 
Relationship ………………………………………………………………………………………. Ph…………………………………..……………….. (home/work)  

 
Email ………..……..……………………………………………………………………………………. Ph…………………………………………………………... (mobile) 
 

       Name #2…….………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………  
 
Relationship ………………………………………………………………………………………. Ph…………………………………..……………….. (home/work)  

 
Email ………..……..……………………………………………………………………………………. Ph…………………………………………………………... (mobile) 
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Midlife Madness in Japan 

1.  CAREFULLY COMPLETE ONE FORM PER PERSON 

2.  GIVE THE SAME FULL NAME BELOW AS IN YOUR PASSPORT 

3.  INCLUDE A PHOTOCOPY OF THE MAIN PAGE FROM YOUR  
   PASSPORT WHEN YOU SEND IN THIS BOOKING FORM  

 Please book my place on the March 2018 tour: 
MIDLIFE MADNESS IN JAPAN  

P
LE

A
SE

 

 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE  
PAYABLE TO  

House of Travel Ellerslie  
 
 

MAIL WITH YOUR BOOKING FORM AND 
TRAVEL INSURANCE  

APPLICATION TO 
 

HOUSE OF TRAVEL ELLERSLIE 
PO Box 11164, Auckland 1051 

- - - - - - - 
for all enquiries phone  

HOUSE OF TRAVEL ELLERSLIE 
0800 323 333 (toll-free) 

 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 (please circle) 
 

Age ……… Date of Birth ………./………./………. Nationality …………………………………………….. (e.g. New Zealand, British) 

 
Passport No ………………………………………………………………………….. Expiry Date ……………………………………………………………. 
 
Name you prefer to be called by ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Phone ………..……………………………..………………………... hm / wk    Mobile ……………….…………………………………………………………..  
 
Email address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Airpoints No ….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Have you been on a previous Midlife Madness cruise or tour?   (please circle)  YES–NO 

 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE  
PAYABLE TO  

House of Travel Ellerslie  
 
 

MAIL WITH YOUR BOOKING FORM AND 
TRAVEL INSURANCE APPLICATION  

TO 
 

House of Travel, PO Box 11164, 
Ellerslie, Auckland 1051 

- - - - - - - 
for all enquiries phone  

HOUSE OF TRAVEL ELLERSLIE 
0800 323 333 (toll-free) 

DEPOSIT … (please sign and date) 
 

Yes, I accept the Booking Conditions for 
the 2018 JAPAN TOUR, and enclose my 
deposit of $1500 per person.   
 

Please acknowledge my booking, and 
send me my receipt. 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Date ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
INSURANCE: (please tick one) 
 

 I would like to take out your 
RECOMMENDED TRAVEL 
INSURANCE (and claim the discount 
of up to 20%). Please send me a 
quote and further information. 

  

 I’m taking out MY OWN insurance. 
Important: please send a copy of 
your policy document (showing 
Insurance Co, details & emergency 
phone numbers) to House of Travel.  

 
PAYMENT METHOD: (please tick one) 
 

 I enclose my cheque for $………………………. 
 

 Please charge my credit card 
 

   $………………………. 
 

 Visa/Mastercard  (please circle) 
 

 Card No: 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 Name on Card: 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Signed: 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 Expires: 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………... 

 If paying Online by direct credit or 
credit card, phone House of Travel 
for bank a/c details: 0800 323  



 

I wish to UPGRADE to BUSINESS CLASS or PREMIUM ECONOMY CLASS    YES–NO 
on Air New Zealand flights             (please circle) 
 

I am interested in doing EXTRA TRAVEL          YES–NO 
when the tour has ended             (please circle) 

(tick one) 

(tick one) 

 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

Please arrange      single room  (I will pay the extra SINGLE price) 
        share double  (room with double bed – available on request) 

        share twin   (room with twin beds) 
 

I am       travelling with ……………………………………………………………………………………. (name) 

        travelling alone  
 

AGE, HEALTH & FITNESS: 
Important: Please read the About You section – page 7/8 of this InfoPack. If you have any health or 
mobility issues, or you’re 70 years old (or over), you and your doctor will need to complete a Medical 
Certificate – available from House of Travel Ellerslie. 

 

  Do you have any health/fitness/mobility problems that we should be aware of?  
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

  Is there any illness or disability for which you are on permanent medication? 
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

  Do you require special inflight meals (e.g. gluten-free or vegetarian)?  
 

 

FAMILY CONTACTS IN NZ: Name #1 …………………………………..…………………………………………………………………...………  
 
Relationship ………………………………………………………………………………………. Ph…………………………………..……………….. (home/work)  

 
Email ………..……..……………………………………………………………………………………. Ph…………………………………………………………... (mobile) 
 

       Name #2…….………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………  
 
Relationship ………………………………………………………………………………………. Ph…………………………………..……………….. (home/work)  

 
Email ………..……..……………………………………………………………………………………. Ph…………………………………………………………... (mobile) 
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Midlife Madness in Japan 

1.  CAREFULLY COMPLETE ONE FORM PER PERSON 

2.  GIVE THE SAME FULL NAME BELOW AS IN YOUR PASSPORT 

3.  INCLUDE A PHOTOCOPY OF THE MAIN PAGE FROM YOUR  
   PASSPORT WHEN YOU SEND IN THIS BOOKING FORM  

 Please book my place on the March 2018 tour: 
MIDLIFE MADNESS IN JAPAN  

P
LE

A
SE

 

 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE  
PAYABLE TO  

House of Travel Ellerslie  
 
 

MAIL WITH YOUR BOOKING FORM AND 
TRAVEL INSURANCE  

APPLICATION TO 
 

HOUSE OF TRAVEL ELLERSLIE 
PO Box 11164, Auckland 1051 

- - - - - - - 
for all enquiries phone  

HOUSE OF TRAVEL ELLERSLIE 
0800 323 333 (toll-free) 

 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 (please circle) 
 

Age ……… Date of Birth ………./………./………. Nationality …………………………………………….. (e.g. New Zealand, British) 

 
Passport No ………………………………………………………………………….. Expiry Date ……………………………………………………………. 
 
Name you prefer to be called by ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Phone ………..……………………………..………………………... hm / wk    Mobile ……………….…………………………………………………………..  
 
Email address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Airpoints No ….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Have you been on a previous Midlife Madness cruise or tour?   (please circle)  YES–NO 

 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE  
PAYABLE TO  

House of Travel Ellerslie  
 
 

MAIL WITH YOUR BOOKING FORM AND 
TRAVEL INSURANCE APPLICATION  

TO 
 

House of Travel, PO Box 11164, 
Ellerslie, Auckland 1051 

- - - - - - - 
for all enquiries phone  

HOUSE OF TRAVEL ELLERSLIE 
0800 323 333 (toll-free) 

DEPOSIT … (please sign and date) 
 

Yes, I accept the Booking Conditions for 
the 2018 JAPAN TOUR, and enclose my 
deposit of $1500 per person.   
 

Please acknowledge my booking, and 
send me my receipt. 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Date ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
INSURANCE: (please tick one) 
 

 I would like to take out your 
RECOMMENDED TRAVEL 
INSURANCE (and claim the discount 
of up to 20%). Please send me a 
quote and further information. 

  

 I’m taking out MY OWN insurance. 
Important: please send a copy of 
your policy document (showing 
Insurance Co, details & emergency 
phone numbers) to House of Travel.  

 
PAYMENT METHOD: (please tick one) 
 

 I enclose my cheque for $………………………. 
 

 Please charge my credit card 
 

   $………………………. 
 

 Visa/Mastercard  (please circle) 
 

 Card No: 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 Name on Card: 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Signed: 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 Expires: 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………... 

 If paying Online by direct credit or 
credit card, phone House of Travel 
for bank a/c details: 0800 323  


