
up to their haunches in muddy swamps. A young female 
elephant must’ve been on-heat and ready to mate – 
because a big mature bull gave chase. She ran, pretending 
a total lack of interest, but he, thundering along behind, 
eventually caught up and had his way with her … right 
before our startled eyes!  

  But it was that magnificent leopard-up-a-tree that 
we’re all still talking about, because I doubt if any of us will 
ever see anything like it again! He crouched upstairs eating 
for quite a while … then leapt down for a clean-up on a 
dead log … before waving us goodbye with his tail and 
disappearing into the undergrowth. It was truly an 
unforgettable, hold-your-breath half-hour, one none of us  
     Kiwis will forget in a hurry.  

 
DON’T KNOW WHO SPOTTED HIM FIRST, BUT WORD 
quickly spread via the drivers’ radios. Our safari 4WD 
sped-up along the track, coming to a dusty halt near a 
large, leafy tree. The object of our attention was big 
and strong and perched on a high-up branch. He was 

feeding on a ‘kill’ he’d made the previous night – probably 
a red-buck or impala. Using his powerful jaws and legs, he 
had obviously dragged the victim up the tree and jammed 
it into a convenient fork, away from hungry hyenas and 
other predators who would happily steal from him.  

  He was a leopard, handsome and beautifully-
coloured, and he was giving us Kiwis a rare African surprise. 

  It was by no means the first. Since arriving in Kenya, 
just three days earlier, we’d already enjoyed more than our 
fair share of surprises. In Amboseli National Park, for 
example, framed against the glorious backdrop of snow-

capped Mt Kilimanjaro, 
we bounced across 
rolling grasslands, oohing 
and aahing and animal-
spotting all the way. 
Elephants are the prime 
attraction here – 
Amboseli’s the best 
place to see these giant 
fellows up-close – and, 
almost everywhere we 
turned, we witnessed  

 jumbo-sized families on the move, plodding patiently  
    across the dusty plains, and feasting greedily  
         on  green salads while   
                standing 
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