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L et the fun 
begin: 

 This is SO exciting! We’re going 
on a travel adventure (plus small
-boat cruise) in Northern Italy, 
Slovenia and Croatia to 
experience some of this region’s 
must-see highlights. If you want 
variety, excitement, fascination, 
the thrill of sampling new 
cultures, and the sheer pleasure 
of an eight-day cruise … you 
couldn’t have chosen a better 
Midlife Madness tour! 

  We’ll be making frequent, 
carefully-planned stopovers 
with a choice selection of quality 
excursions. The Agape Rose has 
made several improvements to 
the original cruise-itinerary, plus 
we’ve added some nice extra 
touches of our own. What 
we’ve ended up with, we’re sure 
you’ll agree, is a superb all-
inclusive package.  

  However, this day-to-day 
programme is still subject to 
change (in discussion with our 
expert local guides and at the 
discretion of your Tour Leaders).  

  Here at last, as accurate 
as we can get it, is our FINAL 
ITINERARY. Have a good read, 
and whet your appetite ... 
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La Dolce Vita! 

 



Midlife Madness in ITALY & CROATIA:  
September 2017 Itinerary 
 

Saturday 2  let the fun begin! 
 We depart Auckland International Airport this afternoon on our Singapore Airlines flight, 

arriving in Singapore in the evening – where we transfer to our hotel for the night. It’s on the 
banks of the picturesque Singapore River – an easy walk from Clarke Quay, Festival Village, Boat 
Quay and Chinatown … and a short taxi-ride from the famous Raffles Hotel, ultra-modern 
Gardens By The Bay, the National Orchid Gardens, the Singapore Flyer (a giant ferris-wheel), 
and Orchard Road with its shop-shop-shops. So, if you can’t sleep, you can do some late-night 
exploring … 

 

Sunday 3  on our own in Asia  

 After waking and downing a yummy breakfast, you have the rest of the day at leisure – to 
explore places of interest along the riverbank, or grab a taxi and go sightseeing in this amazing 
Asian metropolis. If you’re into flowers, try Singapore’s newest No.1 attraction, the spectacular 
Gardens by the Bay. And if it’s wildlife you’re after, Singapore’s gorgeous Jurong Birdpark 
(more than 7000 flamingos, pelicans, hornbills, toucans, parrots, etc) will knock your socks off! 

 Caution: keep an eye on your watch! We need to be back at the hotel in time for our late-
afternoon transfer to Changi Airport and the next leg in our exciting journey …  

 

Monday 4 ciao Santa Margherita, Italy! 
 Hope you’re excited, because our MIDLIFE MADNESS ADVENTURE is beginning in earnest! We 

touch down in Milan, Italy’s finance/business centre, and load bodies and bags onto a coach.  

 En route to Santa Margherita (two hours away on the spectacular Ligurian Coast) we enjoy a 
short stopover in Parma, a beautiful old town famous for it’s Parmesan cheese and Parma ham. 
We arrive in time for a cheese-ham-salami-and-wine lunch at Fattoria del Boschetto.  

 Santa Margherita, a charming, palm-lined harbour town, has long been a fashionable resort for 
the rich and famous. But it’s also home to a small fishing fleet, and the fishermen unloading 
their catch on the quayside are part of daily life.  

 Once we’ve checked in to our beautiful hotel (home for the next four nights), the rest of the day 
is yours – to relax, freshen up, or explore the popular beachfront promenade on your own.  

 If you want to get LOST, that’s fine – but make sure you get FOUND again. Because, this 
evening, in the hotel restaurant, we enjoy our ‘Midlife Madness Welcome Dinner’ … 
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                                        Singapore 

Flight SQ368: 
Singapore to 
Milan 
depart 11:35pm 
 

Meals: B 

Flight SQ286: 
Auckland to 
Singapore 
depart 12:10pm 
arrive 7:00pm 
 

Hotel: 
Grand Copthorne 
Waterfront 

Flight SQ368: 
Singapore to 
Milan 
arrive 6:15am 
 

Sightseeing: 
Parma, Italy       
on-your-own 
 

Hotel: 
Grand Hotel 
Miramare 
(Santa 
Margherita) 
 

Meals: L, D 



Tuesday 5 Cinque Terre National Park 
 Strung along 18km of serrated cliffs between Levanto and La Spezia, the Cinque Terre is truly 

one of Italy’s treasures. These five higgledy-piggledy villages – Monterosso, Vernazza, Corniglia, 
Manarola and Riomaggiore – date from the early medieval period, and are set amongst some 
of the most eye-popping coastal scenery on the planet.  

 Cut off by mountains, its terraced hillsides choked with olive groves and stone-walled vineyards 
where farmers have eked out a living for centuries, the Cinque Terre became a UNESCO World 
Heritage site in 1997. Cars and motorbikes are banned from these crooked streets – instead, the 
villages are connected by train (each train about five minutes apart, mostly through tunnels) 
and winding footpaths that cling to the seemingly impregnable rock-face. 

 All the towns slope down to sea-level except for Corniglia, which is perched on teetering cliffs. 
Monterosso, the northernmost town, is more beachy-boardwalky-resorty … but the rest possess 
an olde-worlde charm, their narrow lanes lined with multi-hued old houses stacked haphazardly 
on top of each other.  

 Put your walking shoes on, Kiwis: we’ve got a full day (plus the help of our guide, plus a light 
lunch at somewhere ambient and yummy) to enjoy these glorious locations to the max! 

Wednesday 6 

& Thursday 7 more frolicking on the Italian Riviera 
 It’s impossible to get too much of this laid-back, sun-drenched region … and for the next TWO 

DAYS you’re free, after breakfast, to go wherever you wish and do whatever takes your fancy. 

 You may choose to stay put in Santa Margherita … grab a deck-chair on the beach … sample 
the region’s famous focaccia bread and white wine … or linger over a granite di caffé.  

 Further along the coast is the picture-perfect town of Portofino … nestled snugly in a 
crescent-shaped bay where the cliffs of the Appenines plunge to the sea, and crammed with 
brightly-coloured houses, cafés  and shops. (A coach is available, but you might prefer the 
easy 5km walk – or a short boat-ride.)  

 If you didn’t see enough on Tuesday you can return to the Cinque Terre. Trains run 
throughout the day, for more exploring. And the ferry-boat ride from Santa Margherita to 
Cinque Terre offers an unforgettable, off-the-water perspective: the deep blue of the sea, 
the robin's-egg sky, and the slow parade of villages tucked into this stunning coastline.  

 Take your time and your camera … listen to the bell-towers chiming … watch the old men with 
their tough little fishing boats … check out a ruined castle en route … and choose from an 
assortment of cafés , bars, restaurants, gelaterie (ice-creams) and alimentari shops selling 
yummy Italian fare: fresh strawberries and cherries, salami, cheeses, olives and the like. 

 A slap-up dinner in our posh hotel is included Wednesday evening. Thursday dinner on our own. 
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Portofino 

Sightseeing 
Cinque Terre 
Guided Tour 
(full day) 
 

Hotel: 
Grand Hotel 
Miramare 
 

Meals: B, L 

Sightseeing 
Santa Margherita, 
Portofino, etc  
Cinque Terre  
on-your-own 
 

Hotel: 
Grand Hotel 
Miramare 
 

Wed Meals: B, D 
 

Thurs Meals: B 

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinationRedirector?atlasId=359927
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/italy/cinque-terre
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinationRedirector?atlasId=359845


Friday 8 Pisa … Lucca … Florence 
 Wakey-wakey, Kiwis: there’s a brand new day awaiting us – and some new highlights to tempt 

your traveller’s taste-buds! Our first stop, en route to Florence, is the Leaning Tower of Pisa. 
Once a maritime power to rival Genoa and Venice, Pisa now draws its fame from an 
architectural project gone horribly wrong – a sight you’ve gotta see! 

 Next on our agenda is Lucca, a lovely gem of a city that endears itself to everyone who visits. 
Hidden behind imposing Renaissance walls, its cobbled streets, handsome piazzas and shady 
promenades make it a perfect destination to explore by foot – which is exactly what we’ll do.  

  Florence (where we’re bedding-down for the next three nights) is a truly good-looking city … a 
bustling, beautiful business-and-cultural centre much-loved by Florentines and much-envied by 
the rest of Europe.  

 We’ll get the feel of the place over dinner tonight in a local restaurant.  
 

Saturday 9 Florence … David … the Duomo 
 Florence (according to the travel-books) is the ‘beating heart of Tuscany’ … the regional capital 

of fashion, fine food and wine … home of the greatest collections of Renaissance art and 
sculpture in the world … a medieval jewel worshipped by writers and artists throughout history 
as an escape for the soul. And today we get to explore its highlights on foot. 

 This city of over 300,000 people is sliced by the gleaming River Arno and dominated by the vast 
Duomo of the Cathedral – still (600 years on) the largest brick-and-mortar dome in the world. 
The Galleria dell’Accademia has wall-to-wall paintings by the greats, and the city’s many piazzas 
feature stunning marble creations – including Michelangelo’s naked David. Around every corner 
are churches, markets, shops … and, on every street, throngs of tourists. Few of them leave 
disappointed. And you won’t either – we promise!  

 Relax this afternoon – or continue roaming Florence on foot (or on donkey, if you can find one). 
 

Sunday 10 under the Tuscan sun: Siena & San Gimignano 
 Have you read books about Tuscany, watched movies about Tuscany, seen photos of Tuscany? 

Well, today you get to sample it for yourself!  

 First stop after leaving Florence is the famous tower-filled hilltop-town of San Gimignano (come 
on, try it: san-jim-in-YAH-no), where we walk through the evocative Piazza della Cisterna, 
surrounded by 13th and 14th century mansions. Then we head further south to Siena, the 
region’s best-preserved medieval city, where we explore its ancient walls, steep steps and 
winding alleyways ... admire the imposing cathedral ... take in some atmosphere at the Piazza 
del Campo … and sample the spirit of Il Palio, its legendary twice-yearly horse-race, where rival 
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Florence 

Sightseeing 
San Gimignano   
& Siena  
Walking Tours 
(full day) 
 

Hotel: 
Mercure Firenze 
Centro (Florence) 
 

Meals: B, L 

Sightseeing 
Pisa Walking Tour 
(2 hrs) 
 

Lucca Walking 
Tour 
(2 hrs) 
 

Hotel: 
Mercure Firenze 
Centro (Florence) 
 

Meals: B, D 

Sightseeing 
Florence    
Walking Tour 
(half-day) 
 

Hotel: 
Mercure Firenze 
Centro (Florence) 
 

Meals: B 



contrades (districts) compete with spectacularly decorated banners. En route, a yummy Tuscan-
style lunch – with wine a-la-go-go – awaits us in a classy local vineyard.  

 

Monday 11 magical, romantic Venice 
 This morning, following another tasty breakfast, we load bodies and bags onto a coach and 

begin a leisurely 250km drive through low-lying hills, olive groves, vineyards, cypress trees and 
villas – to unique-in-all-the-world Venice. 

 The heart of Venice is St Mark’s Square, with its magnificent pink-and-lacy Doges’ Palace, its 
15th century clock-tower, its Basilica di San Marco, its pigeons – and we’ll have plenty of time 
over the next couple of days for a thorough exploration. Tonight, however, we have a special 
memory to take home with us: a Gondola Serenade! Imagine drifting along the canals of Venice 
as darkened waters lap against the sides of our boats and musicians serenade us: ‘O Sole Mio …’   

 This evening you’re free to choose a restaurant for a leisurely dinner in this romantic setting. 
 

Tuesday 12 Venice: O Sole Mio …  
 It all started in 421AD, when the people of Veneto fled their mainland homes ahead of the 

invading Goths. They founded this extraordinary city on marshy, flooded islands, using wooden 
pilings and impermeable stone for foundations – an astonishing feat of engineering. By the 13th 
century Venice boasted a formidable navy, capable of turning out a warship a day. And for some 
1000 years it was home to many remarkable citizens – including Casanova, Vivaldi, Monteverdi, 
the sculptor Canova, and the explorer Marco Polo. Venice continues to exceed all expectations 
– with its onion-domed cathedrals, priceless Renaissance art, and criss-crossing canals (more 
than 400 of them) – and attracts hoards of adoring, camera-toting tourists.  

 This morning, on our walking tour of the popular area around St Mark’s Square, we explore the 
magnificent Doges’ Palace … cross the lagoon via the Bridge of Sighs … visit the Basilica di San 
Marco (a church of inestimable beauty) and the Palazzo Ducale … and watch gondolas bobbing 
at their moorings along Venice’s world-famous waterfront. 

 Then the rest of the day is yours to enjoy at leisure … wandering, meandering, strolling, 
sauntering and soaking up the ambience on your own.  

  

Wednesday 13 Venice: Murano & Burano 
 Today, for something a little different, we take a private boat out through the Venetian Lagoon 

to two fascinating islands. Murano has been the region’s glass-blowing centre since 1291, and 
tradesmen still practice their jealously-guarded craft today. We visit one of the famous glass-
blowing factories and have time for some shop-shop-shopping in a showroom filled with the 
most intricate glassy creations. 
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Venice 

Sightseeing 
Gondola 
Serenade 
(evening) 
 

Hotel: 
Saturnia (Venice) 
 

Meals: B 

Sightseeing 
Venice & St 
Mark’s Square 
Walking Tour 
(2 hrs) 
 

Hotel: 
Saturnia (Venice) 
 

Meals: B 

Sightseeing 
Murano & Burano 
by Private Launch 
(4 hrs) 
 

Hotel: 
Saturnia (Venice) 
 

Meals: B, D 



 The equally famous island of Burano has a well-earned reputation for exquisite lace-making – 
and we eyeball this handwork while exploring streets lined with quaint multi-coloured houses. 

 The afternoon, back on the mainland, is yours at leisure – to be like the Venetians, and do what 
you will where you will. But don’t forget to meet back for dinner together at a local restaurant.  

 

Thursday 14 Slovenia detour: Postojna Caves … Ljubljana 

 You’ve probably never driven through Slovenia before – right? – but over the next two days 
we’ll do just that.  

 Bidding Venice a fond “Arrivederci!” (goodbye) we grab seats on our coach and head first to 
Postojna (postoyn-yah) where we board a miniature electric train and tour a fantastic 
subterranean cave-system, a mere 22 million years old! (Wear something warm … don’t bang 
your head on a stalactite … and keep your eyes peeled for a mysterious amphibian, proteus 
anguinus, or ‘human fish’ as it’s called by the locals.)  

 Later, we reach Ljubljana (loob-lee-YAna), where we enjoy a short walking tour, a boat-ride, and 
a visit to the old city centre, a picturesque open-air market, the famous Three Bridges, the 
Baroque Town Hall and Robba's Fountain.  

 With a population of just 300,000 Ljubljana is small, as capital cities go. But it has a dazzling 
hilltop castle, plus the emerald-green Ljubljanica River, plus a wealth of culture, sights and 
activities that many bigger cities must envy, plus café tables spilling into narrow streets, 
musicians and actors wowing passersby, the whole package.  

 We’re dining together tonight at somewhere Slovenian, and overnighting in a city hotel. 
  

Friday 15 Croatia … Plitvice Lakes … Zadar 

 We kick-start the new day by farewelling Ljubljana – then driving serious kilometres to some 
must-see lakes, south of the Croatian border, at Plitvice (pleet-weet-cha – go on, try it). 

 You’ve seen lakes before, of course. But you aint seen nuttin’ like this watery paradise!  

 An extraordinarily beautiful pocket of thickly wooded hills in this World Heritage Site enclose a 
string of turquoise lakes that are connected by rumbling streams, tumbling falls, misty cascades, 
and a network of trails and wooden walkways.  

 Animal life flourishes (bears, wolves, deer, boar, foxes, badgers), albeit hard to spot … countless 
birds can be seen/heard in the trees (hawks, owls, cuckoos, kingfishers, ducks, herons, storks, 
ospreys) … and flocks of butterflies colour the air. Wherever you look, there are scenes worth 
photographing. 

 Then we’re back on the road again, overnighting in the ancient seaside town of Zadar after 
we’ve downed a three-course Croatian feast in our hotel-with-the-strange-name. 

7 

Postojna Caves 

Sightseeing 
Postojna Caves 
Tour 
(1.5 hrs) 
 

Ljubljana City 
Tour 
(3.5 hrs) 
 

Hotel: 
Grand Union 
(Ljubliana)  
 

Meals: B, D 

Sightseeing 
Plitvice        
Nature Walk    
with Park Ranger 
(3 hrs) 
 

Hotel: 
Falkensteiner 
Ladera (Zadar) 
 

Meals: B, D 



Saturday 16  Zadar … Split … Agape Rose 
 One of the oldest towns on the Dalmatian coast, Zadar boasts breathtaking scenery and a 

history that goes back 3000 years. This morning we enjoy the highlights on foot – the Church of 
St Donat, the Cathedral of St Anastasia, the Sea Gate (dating from Roman times), the city wall 
and moat (built to defend against attacking Turks), and the Square of Five Wells (designed to 
provide ample fresh water in the event of a long-term siege). 

 We need to keep moving, however, because we have a rendezvous in Split you won’t want to 
miss. Waiting for us at the port is our floating hotel, the lovely 5-star Agape Rose!  

 Get onboard, little children! Our long-awaited Croatian Cruise is about to start – YEEHAA!  

 Split is the largest Croatian city on the Adriatic coast, and we have time this afternoon to do 
some exploring. Always buzzing, this exuberant centre has just the right balance of ancient and 
modern. Roman Emperor Diocletian had his palace-cum-fortress built here 1700 years ago, and 
that still dominates the surrounding Old Town area, with its maze of cobblestone streets. Pre-
Romanesque churches stand proudly alongside Gothic chapels and art galleries … and delicious-
smelling cafés beckon from every corner.  

 The Agape Rose is overnighting here, which means we’re free after our walking tour to explore 
some more … free to join the locals for a mug of fragrant dark coffee or a glass of rakija (fruit 
brandy) on their beloved promenade. Just don’t forget to be back on the Agape Rose for our 
gourmet Welcome Dinner and meet-the-crew!  

 

Sunday 17  Split … Skradin … Sibenik 

 Wakey-wakey sleepy Kiwis! This morning the Agape Rose sets sail for the first stopover on our 
cruise – and you oughta be out on deck, enjoying the breeze and the watching the coastal 
landscapes pass slowly by.  

 Skradin is a charming small town on the River Krka (something like ker-KAA). And today we 
catch a boat-ride up that river to the Krka Waterfalls Skradinski buk – famous for its endless 
series of amazing cascades … its preserved watermills … and its live re-enactments of local folk 
ploughing, shoeing horses, weaving fabrics, milling wheat, and preparing meals in the old 
kitchens like they used to back in the 19th century.  

 Then, back on board the Agape Rose, we continue our lazy, leisurely cruise to the next overnight 
stay on our itinerary. 

 Sibenik, one of many pearls along the Croatian coast, dazzles visitors with its magnificent 
medieval heart, gleaming white against the placid waters of the bay. Gateway to the Kornati 
Islands, it boasts Renaissance architecture, a UNESCO-protected cathedral, several Game of 
Thrones locations, a tree-lined corniche, quaint red roofs, excellent food, impressive shopping 
and eye-popping views. Ahh, yes … what more could one ask for? 
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Sibenik 

Sightseeing 
Zadar         
Walking Tour 
 

Split 
Walking Tour 
 

Overnight: 
in Split  
aboard the  
Agape Rose 
 

Meals: B, D 

Sightseeing 
Krka Falls   
 

Overnight: 
in Sibenik 
aboard the  
Agape Rose 
 

Meals: B, L, D 



Monday 18  Sibenik … Vis  
 Following brekky this morning we enjoy a guided walking tour of Sibenik – getting an eyeful of 

the 15th-century stone Cathedral of St James (decorated with 71 sculpted faces) … the 14th-
century Prince’s Palace … and the white stone St Michael’s Fortress with its open-air theatre 
plus panoramic views of Sibenik Bay and neighbouring islands.  

 Later, en route to the stunning island of Vis, we stop for a swim (weather-permitting) and a 
snack: Dalmatian fried fish served on deck.  

 Vis, famous for its sandy beaches and beautiful bays, has the feel of ‘the Mediterranean as it 
once was’ – and warmly welcomes visitors to its impressive museum, its sun-drenched 
waterfront, and the remains of its ancient Roman settlement. 

 

Tuesday 19 Vis … Hvar … Stari Grad 
 Early this morning, while we eat our weetbix, the Agape Rose glides on through the crystal-blue 

Adriatic – heading to what locals reckon is the sunniest isle in Croatia: Hvar (with an almost-
silent ‘h’). This small island off the coast of Bosnia-Herzegovina is one of the most popular 
resorts on the Dalmatian Riviera. It’s famous for its drop-dead-gorgeous seascapes, its endless 
fields of lavender and rosemary, its fortified Dominican Monastery, its atmospheric Old Town, 
and its delicious local produce: dried figs, fine wines, smoked ham and home-made cheese.  

 We share a leisurely guided-walk around Hvar’s ancient streets – the town promenade, a 17th-
century arsenal, a theatre dated from 1612, a cathedral, and a convent where nuns produce a 
UNESCO-listed lace made from the agave plant. Following which we learn how lavender and 
rosemary have been traditionally farmed around here for centuries.   

 This afternoon we sail again … to Stari Grad, our next overnight mooring. Stari Grad is one of the 
oldest Croatian town, dating back to 385bc when it was a Greek colony called Faros. Before 
dining tonight, you might like to wander through the Tvrdalj, a large and well-preserved fortified 
castle that once belonged to the noted Croatian poet, Petar Hektorovic. 

 

Wednesday 20 Stari Grad … Omis 
 Today’s destination, Omis (ar-mish), is known for two things: its spectacular surroundings 

(which are still here), and its much-feared pirates (which aren’t). We enjoy a short tour … hear 
the story of this small town built below steep mountains at the mouth of the River Cetina … and 
learn of the pirates (and the great pirate-battles) that brought it fame in the Middle Ages.   

 We then climb aboard a small boat that takes us upriver into the beautiful Cetina Canyon (a 
protected nature area) to Radman’s Mills – a run-down mill whose beauty was recently 
restored. After sampling the excellent local wine accompanied by tasteful bites of Dalmatian 
smoked ham, local cheese and homemade bread, we have time to roam-on-our-own before 
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Hvar 

Sightseeing 
Sibenik          
Walking Tour 
 

Vis Island Tour  
 

Overnight: 
in Vis 
aboard the  
Agape Rose 
 

Meals: B, L, D 

Sightseeing 
Hvar           
Walking Tour 
 

Stari Grad 
(on-your-own) 
 

Overnight: 
in Stari Grad 
aboard the  
Agape Rose 
 

Meals: B, L, D 

Sightseeing 
Omis          
Walking Tour 
 

Cetina Riverboat  
Trip 
 

Overnight: 
in Omis 
aboard the  
Agape Rose 
 

Meals: B, L, D 



returning to the Agape Rose for some superbly prepared cuisine … an evening at leisure … and 
bed in our cozy cabins! 

 

Thursday 21 Omis … Pucisca … Korcula 
 Following a lazy start in Omis, we motor off to Pucisca (pu-CHISH-cha)… nestled in a beautiful 

bay on the island of Brac (bratch), and surrounded by stone quarries that yield some of the 
whitest, best quality limestone on the planet. Believe it or not, pillars of this stone decorate the 
façade of the White House in the US, plus other landmarks all over the world.  

 Upon arrival, we learn a little more about this centuries-old tradition by visiting a stonemasonry 
school – where, still today, students are taught the same skills, using the same unconventional 
tools that were used by stonemasons in the ancient Roman Empire. 

  Korcula, the next island on our agenda, was controlled by Venice from the 14th to the 18th 
centuries (the Venetian coat-of-arms still adorn the official buildings) … and has long been 
famous for its olive oil and dessert wines (made from the large white grk grape that’s grown 
around Lumbarda). We follow our guide through the medieval Old Town, tucked out on a small 
hilly peninsula behind round, defensive towers … and get acquainted with Korcula’s long 
history, its peculiar building layouts, and (of course) its famous merchant-explorer, Marco Polo, 
who (prior to leaving his hometown here in 1271) spent his childhood playing in these streets. 

 This evening, for something a bit different, we enjoy a special demonstration of the Moreska 
Sword Dance. This traditional dance has been performed for 400 years on this island, and 
follows the story of the Red King versus the Black King and the conflict that emerges when the 
Red King's fiancée is captured by the Black army. 

 Keep your camera handy this evening, because Korcula can turn on a glorious sunset …  
 

Friday 22 Korcula … Dubrovnik 

 The Agape Rose follows an especially scenic course this morning as we make our way through 
the beautiful Elaphite Islands en-route to Dubrovnik. So rub the sleep from your eyes … grab 
your camera and binoculars … and park your body up top in a deckchair! (You might also want 
to don your bikini, snorkel and flippers, because an early-morning swim is on the cards.) 

 Nestled between the green Croatian hills and the deep blue of the sea, and girded in 13th 
century walls that rise sheer from the water’s edge, Dubrovnik is one of the best-preserved 
medieval towns in Europe – and, miraculously, it escaped serious damage in the civil war that 
clobbered this region in 1991. The old city, laid out within the ancient fortifications, is compact 
and easily walkable – which is good, because that’s exactly what we do today: walk it!  

 We’ll walk down the Stradun (the broad limestone street that bisects the town) for a short 
introductory tour, during which places of interest will be pointed out: an ornate Franciscan 
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Korcula 

Sightseeing 
Dubrovnik  
Old Town Tour 
 

Overnight: 
in Dubrovnik 
aboard the  
Agape Rose 
 

Meals: B, L, D 

Sightseeing 
Pucisca 
Stonemasonry 
School 

 

Korcula      
Walking Tour 
 

Moreska Sword 
Dance  
 

Overnight: 
in Korcula 
aboard the  
Agape Rose 
 

Meals: B, L, D 



monastery (where Napoleon’s troops were once billeted), a striking Renaissance palace, 
Onofriou’s Fountain, charming shops and a labyrinth of narrow alleyways.  

 Then we’re free to do a highly-recommended route-march around the city’s six-metre-thick 
walls and drink in the views … or take a cable-car to the top of the hill for some fabulous photo 
ops … or sit in an outdoor tavern, licking a yummy gelato and watching the world go by. 

 Word of warning: there’s a good chance that, after our final Agape Rose dinner tonight, you’ll be 
tempted to return to the beautifully lit-up Old Town, wander the streets, and soak up the 
atmosphere. The locals will be out in force, eating, drinking, singing and having fun. Make sure 
you succumb to that temptation, because Dubrovnik at night is simply magic! 

 

Sat 23 – Mon 25 homeward bound …  
 The time has come (the walrus said) to pack our bags, check out of our cabins, and say goodbye 

to the oh-so-luverly Agape Rose and her friendly crew. Then, at designated times, we Kiwis must 
head off in different directions – or start making tracks towards home. 

 Some of us have private arrangements and flights that require an early get-away. But many of 
us have the morning free – so (for one last taste of Croatia) we’ll take a short coach-ride down 
the coast to a truly stunning little town.  

 Cavtat was founded by the Greeks in the 6th century BC, and is today a classy, picturesque 
resort, enjoyed in season by swarms of vacationing Croatians and touring Europeans.  

 After a leisurely wander – plus a light snack or lunch if we’re feeling peckish – we’ll head for 
Dubrovnik’s Cilipi Airport and our NZ-bound flight (via Frankfurt and Singapore).  

 We’ve travelled so far … done so much … seen more than we can possibly remember! But all 
good things some to an end – and we’ll land back in New Zealand with untold stories to tell, a 
million photographs, a zillion laughs, and a bunch of great Mad Midlife friends! 

 Is everybody happy?  

 You bet your life we are! 
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Dubrovnik 

Meals: B 
 

Sightseeing 
Cavtat       
Walking Tour 
 

Flight OU418: 
Dubrovnik to 
Frankfurt 
depart 3:55pm 
arrive 6:00pm 
 

Flight SQ325: 
Frankfurt to 
Singapore 
depart 10:00pm 
arrive 4:25pm 
(Sunday) 
 

Flight SQ285: 
Singapore to 
Auckland 
depart 9:10pm 
arrive 11:50am 
(Monday) 

 

 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 John & Robyn Cooney, PO Box 212, Whangamata 

3643,  New Zealand 

 Phone:  021 643 078  

 Website:  www.johncooney.co.nz 

 Email:   jc@johncooney.co.nz 

 Travel Managers Group, PO Box 12, Auckland 1140,   
New Zealand 

 Freephone: 0508 323 333  

 Website:  www.travelmanagers.co.nz 

 Email:   midlifemadness@travelmanagers.co.nz 


