
WE’RE COUNTING DOWN THE RAPIDLY DISAPPEARING MONTHS UNTIL WE FLY TO OOH-LA-LA PARIS AND BEGIN   
our Mad Midlife Tour of France. Our fabulous itinerary promises romantic cities … picturesque villages … gorgeous 
châteaux … impeccable gardens … beloved landscapes … ravishing art … fascinating histories … lilting, seductive 
accents … bistros, cafes, croissants and crepes. And, as the highlight-to-beat-all-highlights, we Kiwis are gonna get 
amongst it all from the decks of our floating Avalon Waterways hotel – cruising for eight pampered days on those 
famous rivers, the Saone and the Rhone.  

  We’ll be going ashore and packing in as much sightseeing as possible … without getting bored or exhausted … 
and with heaps of time in-between to kick back and relax and have fun. As we’ve said all along, we’re gonna have a 
BALL! And here’s some really good news:  

      … We’ve still got a CABIN for YOU! 
  But that good news comes with a warning: our available cabins could soon be gone! When we plan a cruise 
like this, we request a certain number of cabins … and we gradually fill those as Mad Midlifers send in their bookings. 
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But river-cruising in Europe  is HUGELY popular, with demand outstripping supply. The elegant vessels of the Avalon 
fleet are very popular, our chosen sailing-date is hotly sought-after, and our unsold cabins could be snapped-up 
earlier than expected. The sooner you let us know – “YES, I’M COMING!” – the sooner we can secure your stateroom 
or suite and get the red carpet laid out for you! 

Call Glen Armstrong (our booking manager at House of Travel Ellerslie)  

on 0800 323 333 now or email midlifemadnesstours@hot.co.nz today.  

Ask for our free 24-page INFOPACK … send in  
your booking form plus deposit .. and start getting excited!  

 

T humbs-up for Avalon Cruises: 
EXPERIENCED TRAVELLERS ALL AGREE: THERE’S NOTHING QUITE LIKE A LUXURY RIVER CRUISE. AND IF 
you’ve never been on one before, YOU’RE IN FOR A REAL TREAT!  It’s hard to think of a better way to 

experience these famous regions of France. 

  Once you’ve enjoyed our Mad Midlife cruise with Avalon Waterways, you’ll never again want to subject 
yourself to a painfully long bus tour … with all the hassles of checking in and out of hotels, unpacking and repacking 
your bags, plus those mind-numbing hours on the coach. And do-it-yourself travel will never have the same appeal, 
either. Instead of trying to find your own way to-and-from train stations, or driving yourself around on foreign roads 
(arguing over maps and traffic-signs, and trying to find parking, sightseeing spots, and accommodation on your own) 
… you can relax aboard what is essentially a floating-resort-plus-reliable-transport all rolled into one! 

  And, from the comfort of the sun-deck or the privacy of your own personal veranda, you can watch the world 
go by: the oh-so-lovely farms, forests, churches, castles, villages, hamlets and people-scenes that line the banks of 
the Saone and Rhone Rivers.  
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  Europe is criss-crossed by dozens of navigable rivers and 
canals. And because towns and cities were often located on (or 
close to) these waterways, most of the worthwhile sites are within 
easy reach via short excursions from the ship. 

  As you’ll discover, the highlight one day might be a wine-
tasting stop at a local vineyard … and the next day, a tour of some 
archaeological ruins or a deserted abbey … and the day after that, a 
meander through a village marketplace with lunch in a local 
farmhouse. Yes, some major stops are included in our itinerary, but 
the real lure of these intimate voyages is their ability to get beyond 
the glitter of famous cities into the true heart of France.  

  And there’s no worry about seasickness: on an ocean cruise 
you never know when you might hit rough seas, but on a river cruise 
the water’s almost always calm. 

  Ahh, yes – let the fun begin! 
 

P rices, costs & comparisons 
THESE LEGENDARY RIVERS ARE EXTREMELY BUSY, WITH 
countless operators competing for tourist-dollars. And the 

result can be confusing to a newcomer. If you’re trying to compare 
cruises, tours, itineraries and costs … there are a few things you 
need to keep in mind: 

1. Our Mad Midlife price (from $16,499 share-twin, per 
person) is VERY INCLUSIVE: Like we say in the InfoPack, 

pretty much everything is included. Why? Well, experience has 
taught us that Kiwi travellers prefer to know – and pay – up front 
and in advance ... rather than having to find substantial extra dollars 
during the tour for unplanned sightseeing, meals, tipping, etc.  

  For example, many tour promoters don’t include 
SIGHTSEEING in their advertised prices – but WE DO! Out of a long 
list of possible tours, we select the very best for our Kiwi groups in 
advance … add some special requests/touches of our own … and we 
include the cost (often $1500-to-$2000 pp on a typical Mad Midlife 
Tour) in our price. 

  The same goes for TIPPING (a necessary evil, which can add 
hundreds of dollars to the cost of a trip) … plus expensive group 
MEALS – all included in our Mad Midlife price.  

  Plus, of course, you’ve got us, the Cooneys – both of us – as 
your leaders, to make the entire trip as warm, friendly and hassle-
free as possible. ‘Added Value’ – that’s what we try to give! 

2. Our Mad Midlife friends are VERY COMPLIMENTARY ... and the fun-loving adventurers who’ve come with us 
in the past are generous in their praise:  

 “An amazing trip! Thanks for all the fun and laughter you instigated along the way. I 

can understand why people choose to travel with you again.” (Shirley) 

 “My expectations were not just met – they were EXCEEDED! My humungous 

thanks!” (Frank) 
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 “It was an experience I never dreamt of having – my best trip ever! Thank you for all 

the hard work you put in to make the tour so good!” (Margaret) 

 “A wonderful experience – made extra special by not having to worry about a single 

thing.” (Elaine & John) 

 “We wouldn't be coming with you for the 5th time if we didn't like the simple, friendly 

way you two do it! If it ain’t broke – don't fix it!” (Rodger) 

 “The whole trip was worth every cent I spent – I couldn’t fault a thing. And I’ve already 

booked on next year’s tour!” (Brenda) 

  And there’s every reason to expect that THIS upcoming cruise/tour will be just as enjoyable!  
 

C ruising through ROMANTIQUE FRANCE! 

with 85 million visitors flocking to see it last year alone. They come because they just can’t stay away – and France 
never disappoints them.  

  We first took a Mad Midlife group to La Belle France in 2016 – one of the loveliest tours we’ve ever done. And 
if France is on YOUR ‘bucket-list’ too, you’ve gotta join us for our return-visit in August 2018! Our promise: we’ll do 
our level best to give you the time of your life – and here, to whet your appetite, is an excerpt from John’s blog:  
 

I ’M SITTING AT A SMALL TABLE 
on the sundeck of the long, 

slender, stylish riverboat that’s 
been our floating hotel for the 
past three-and-a-bit days. 
Sometime during the night we 
docked in Lyon, France’s third-
largest city. Across the river from 
where we’re tied up is the 
charming Old Quarter, the 
waterfront lined with gnarly trees 
and elegant old buildings (mostly 
white with orange roofs) and a 
skyline that’s riddled with spires, 
chimneys, turrets and towers. 

  If it seems a long time since 
I last updated this blog, I’m sorry – 
but it’s been a busy few days. 
We’re not just sitting around 
twiddling our thumbs, you know – 
this touring-business is really hard 
work. (Not!) And France has 
continued to challenge us, woo us, 
bewitch us and beguile us. Let me 
retrace our steps … 
 

F OLLOWING OUR MEANDER 
through the Loire Valley, with 

its glorious châteaux and gardens, 





& 

we spent a day driving across the endless croplands and woodlands of 
France’s Central Plateau – with a lunch-break in Vichy en route. Then, 
entering Lyon, we overnighted in the oldest and arguably the most 
atmospheric/mysterious hotel we’ve encountered on this tour: the five
-star (of course) Cour des Loges – comprising four restored 

Renaissance buildings, narrow 15th century stone staircases and archways, gorgeous antique furnishings, and (in our 
room, at least) a spacious olde-worlde four-poster bed!  

  We cast off on our river-cruise the very next day, and have thus far ventured north on the scenic River Saone 
(pronounced ‘Sawn’) into the world-famous Burgundy region – epicentre of France’s vast wine-trade, where vineyards 
stretch to the horizon in every direction.  

  We woke up on Friday in Chalon-sur-Saone … and promptly headed off on a grape-escape to the city of 
Beaune, where we visited the Hotel Dieu (originally a 15th century almshouse or hospice) before going 
underground into the Cellier de la Cabiote – to get to the bottom of viniculture and sample the highly-rated results.  

  Recharged by a yummy shipboard lunch, we then drove to the medieval villages of Brancion and Cormatin to 
explore the ancient streets, stretch our ancient legs, check out an ancient castle, and take some ancient photos.  

  Saturday was more of the same … with a guided tour that took us along roads that wound through romantic 
Beaujolais scenery past more castles, vineyards and to a dedicated ‘weinmuseum’ (tasting included, of course). And 
on our afternoon agenda? A countryside drive to Cluny Abbey, Europe's most influential monastery during the early 
Middle Ages, and the world's largest Christian structure until the Pope-of-the-day decided to go one better, and had 
St Peter's built in Rome. Most of the Abbey’s 12th century stonework was wrecked and carted away following the 
French Revolution, when its priests also got the chop (courtesy of the brutal guillotine) – and, today, only one 
towering section of Cluny’s magnificence survives.  

  At this point, we’d seen less than half of what awaited us on the waterways of France. We still had the River 

Rhone to come (see next newsletter). But look, I’ve gotta tell you, this river-cruising is ohhh-sooo-luverly …  
  

D on’t delay – book now! 
OUR MAD MIDLIFE TOUR OF FRANCE IS GONNA BE PURE PLEASURE … AND IT COULD BE ONE OF THE 
nicest things you’ve done for yourself in a very long time! Are you tempted to say “Yes!”?  

       Call Glen Armstrong (our House of Travel booking manager) on 0800 323 333.  
         Or email midlifemadnesstours@hot.co.nz today.  

Ask for a copy of our 24-page FRANCE INFOPACK … and  
 get your booking form in a.s.a.p. (so you don’t miss   
  out on a place). 

   BE BOLD … BE DECISIVE … JOIN US!  

    YOU WON’T REGRET IT, WE PROMISE!  

    Cheers …  

 

 
 

TOUR BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES 
 John & Robyn Cooney, Midlife Madness Tours 

 PO Box 212, Whangamata 3643, NZ 

 Phone:  021 643 078  

 Website:   www.johncooney.co.nz 

 Email:    jc@johncooney.co.nz 

 Glen Armstrong, House of Travel 

 PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051, NZ 

 Freephone: 0800 323 333  

 Website:   www.hotellerslie.co.nz 

 Email:    midlifemadnesstours@hot.co.nz 

 

TOUR LEADERS & PROMOTERS 
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