
Cruises & 
Tours 

Howdy Travellers …  

C HANGE IS NEVER EASY. AND IT’S WITH MIXED FEELINGS THAT WE ANNOUNCE THE 
End of a Midlife Madness Era. Our long-time friend and colleague, ROGER GLYNAN, 
has hung up his travel-apron and retired. Yes, we knew it would happen eventually – 

but, until a couple of months ago, we’d chosen to happily ignore the possibility. However, 
there’s more to life than group tours, and the Glynans have finally made the Big Move.  

Roger spent his working life in the travel industry and has been honoured with numerous 
awards. We first met nearly 20 years ago, and he’s played a key role in every Mad Midlife 
Tour since the very beginning – inspiring us with one travel idea after another … sharing his 
insights about group tours … helping us plan the meticulous details, costings and itineraries 
… attending to the myriad of organisational arrangements that lie behind each successful 
tour … and dealing professionally with our clients and their various requests. 

We toast you, Roger, and will miss you! Midlife Madness Tours would not be what it is today without you. Your 
input has been huge, and always so generously given. We (John & Robyn) feel enormously grateful … and wish you 
and Shelagh the very best as you begin this next (more relaxed) chapter of life in the sunny Bay of Plenty. 
 

T RAVEL MANAGERS, THE IATA-BONDED GROUP THAT ROGER WAS PART OF, WILL CONTINUE TAKING GOOD 
care of Midlife Madness Cruises & Tours … helping us provide you with many more exciting, hassle-free 
adventures. We’ve got a new email address: midlifemadness@travelmanagers.co.nz … 

and a new tollfree phone number: 0508 323 333 … but little else will change.  

There is, however, one thing YOU can help US with …  

Posting you printed material (like this newsletter) is time-consuming and expensive. And, these 
days, we prefer to EMAIL newsletters and colourful ‘Tour-Teasers’ to our friends. It’s cheaper 
and quicker … we keep them brief … and they don’t waste paper or clutter up your letterbox. 
The only trouble is, WE DON’T HAVE A CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS FOR YOU! 

If you’d be good enough to send a quick email to midlifemadness@travelmanagers.co.nz (so we 
can record your address) … we’ll put your name in the draw for one of these stunning 320-page 
coffee-table books. ‘GREAT ADVENTURES’ (by Lonely Planet) will delight you and inspire you.  

       Simply type ‘Lucky Draw’ in the subject line – click ‘send’ – and we’ll  
             choose the three winners in time for Christmas!  
                        Please don’t forget ... 



 2 

Sept 2017 
23 days 

March 2017 
26 days 

June 2017 
21 days 

& 

D o you feel a bit blah? … a bit bored? … a bit stuck-in-a-rut? Are you long overdue for a good travel-tonic? … 
a 2017 pick-me-up? … a fresh adventure to put a sparkle in your eye and a spring in your step? Well, we’ve 
got THREE FABULOUS MAD MIDLIFE OPTIONS on offer for next year: a Southern Ocean Cruise with eye-

popping highlights like the Falkland Islands (penguins galore), the thundering Iguazu Falls, and Machu Picchu (Lost 
City of the Incas) … close-up encounters of the animal kind on our fabulous, super-popular African Wildlife Safari, 
(plus a stopover in Dubai) … and a delicious, laid-back Italy & Croatia Romp, featuring Florence, Venice, Tuscany and 
the Cinque Terre, plus eight sun-drenched days in Croatia aboard a chartered luxury launch. One of these tours (at 
least) is sure to be on your bucket-list. So read on. Check out our Tour Outlines (attached). Allow yourself to get 
totally, uncontrollably tempted! And then decide “YES! PLEASE BOOK MY PLACE! I’M COMING WITH YOU!”  

HASSLE-FREE MIDLIFE MADNESS TRAVEL IS TRULY AS GOOD AS IT GETS! 

When you’re travelling as part of a Mad Midlife Group, you often do stuff, grab opportunities, go places, meet 
people, try things that you mightn’t have the courage to try if you were travelling on your own. Plus you’ve got a 
great bunch of Kiwi companions to share these unique experiences with. We’ve seen it over and over again: there’s 
no end to the fun that happens, the friendships that are launched, the memories that are made  
when likeminded, fun-loving Kiwi Midlifers go adventuring together around the world.  

So what are you waiting for? Like our motto says: “The world is not going to come  
to you. The sooner you realise this, the more time you’ll have to pack.”  

Please call TRAVEL MANAGERS today on 0508 323 333 – or rush an email to 
midlifemadness@travelmanagers.co.nz. 

We look forward to travelling with you soon …  

  YEEHAA! 

Mysterious, exotic South America is a huge continent and a nature-lover’s dream – offering 
fjords and glaciers … astonishing wildlife (including penguins galore) … remote islands (like the 
Falklands) … seductive cities (like Buenos Aires) … and outpost towns (like Ushuaia). 

Join us on the five-star ms Zaandam for a combination of luxury-at-sea & discovery-on-shore! 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s a strict limit on how many people can come with us on this wildlife safari in East Africa’s 
world-famous gameparks … only so much room in the superb luxury Africa-style lodges we’ve 
selected for our Kiwi group … only so many seats in the 4WD safari vehicles we’ve requested.  

Have you always dreamed of doing something like this? Well, book now and make it HAPPEN! 

 

 

 
 

 

This double-treat, combining Northern Italy’s picture-postcard villages and 2000-year-old ruins 
with Western Croatia’s unspoiled coastline and paradise islands, includes an 8-day cruise 
aboard the brand-new chartered launch, AGAPE ROSE … perfect for showcasing the Adriatic. 

You’ve gotta be quick: the 17 cabins we have available onboard are being claimed fast! 

STOP 
PRESS 

NO. 

We’ve room for 5 more people on our 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Cruise – book now or you could miss out! 

 

 

PS: If these Midlife Madness Cruises & Tours are not for you, please let us know. We’d rather not  
clutter up your letterbox with unwanted newsletters, and we can save a few $$ on printing and stamps. Thanks!  

 

STOP 
PRESS 

NO. 

We’d love to take YOU on this totally wild 

AFRICAN SAFARI 
… but you need to decide ‘YES’ a.s.a.p. 

STOP 
PRESS 

NO. 

Join our luxury tour plus small-boat cruise 

ITALY & CROATIA 
– a repeat of last year’s fully-sold-out trip! 



for a free InfoPack phone  
Travel Managers Group 

 

or email midlifemadness@travelmanagers.co.nz 

… SEE NEXT PAGE 

Itinerary Highlights 

Santiago (Chile)                                                                Cape Horn (Chile) 

Valparaiso (Chile)                                              Port Stanley (Falklands) 

Puerto Montt (Chile)                                           Montevideo (Uruguay) 

Punta Arenas & Chilean Fjords                   Buenos Aires (Argentina)  

Ushuaia (Argentina)                                        Iguazu Falls (Arg/Brazil) 

Plus Optional Extra: Cuzco & Machu Picchu (Peru) 

 Do you fancy journeying to one of the world’s great continents … to a 
land dominated by pristine fjords, volcanic peaks, lush cloud-forests, 
astonishing wildlife, crunching glaciers, plunging waterfalls and mind-
boggling ancient ruins? Do you fancy getting up-close-&-personal with 
exotic destinations like Chile, Argentina, the Falkland Islands, Peru? 

 “The best three-and-a-half weeks we’ve spent anywhere!” That’s how 
we felt after our first unforgettable visit … and we can’t wait to go 
back! Why don’t you join us in March 2017 when we head off for some 
more MIDLIFE MADNESS IN SOUTH AMERICA? We’ll be cruising for 14 
pampered days aboard the oh-so-luverly 5-star Zaandam … poking our 
noses into a rich mix of cultures … enjoying sights and sounds and 
experiences that most people only read about! 

 We’re old hands when it comes to group tours. We’ve travelled 
extensively all over, and we know how to make the most of unique 
opportunities. If you’re in your middle years or retired … healthy, 
mobile and able to keep up … keen to kick up your heels and have fun 
with a bunch of fellow-Kiwis – COME ADVENTURING WITH US!  

 Departing  
March 6, 2017 

 

Confirmed Prices  
with Machu Picchu option 
from $15,434* per person  

 

without Machu Picchu 
from $12,126* per person  

 

* Prices include airfares, transfers, tips, hotels, cruise, 
sightseeing & most meals, and are subject to cabin             

choice, unexpected increases & currency fluctuations. 

26 STUNNING DAYS 
cruising the southern half 

of South America 
including Chilean Fjords, Cape Horn, 

Falkland Islands & Buenos Aires 
plus Iguazu Falls  

and (optional) Machu Picchu 
with tour leaders 

Robyn & John Cooney 



Our Chosen Cruise Ship: ms Zaandam 

Included In Our Fantastic Itinerary 
It’s hard to know where to start – because the ‘wow’ moments will just keep coming, day after 
day, highlight after highlight. Like what? Well, like these …  

  Santiago: Spanish-flavoured capital of Chile, the Andes glimmering in the distance 

  enchanting Valparaiso (Chile): cliffs, stairways, cable-cars & multi-colour houses 

           charming Puerto Montt in the spectacular Lakes District 

         scenic Puerto Chacabuco: rain forests & blue lakes 

        Chilean Fjords: waterfalls, snow, glacial mountains  

      Strait of Magellan: where two great oceans meet 

  Punta Arenas (Chile): close-up wildlife and scenery 

            Ushuaia (Argentina): frontier ‘land of fire and ice’ 

      Cape Horn (Chile): treachery in the cold Southern Ocean 

             Port Stanley (Falkland Islands): on the edge of the world 

      Montevideo (Uruguay) & historic Colonia del Sacramento 

          glamorous Buenos Aires (Argentina): filled with the sounds of the tango 

  thundering Iguazu Falls (Argentina): one of Earth’s great natural wonders 

  Plus … for those who choose the MACHU PICCHU option: 

               Cuzco (Peru) with its Spanish heritage & magnificent Sacsayhuaman Fortress  

      a Vistadome train-ride along the Incas’ ancient and mysterious Sacred Valley 

           the astonishing mountaintop ruins of Machu Picchu, Lost City of the Incas 

We’ll be travelling in style aboard this lovely, state-of-the-art, floating hotel. Along with its 
elegant lines and grand proportions, the ms Zaandam boasts five-star luxury, world-class 
amenities, and more of just about everything: sweeping decks, sizeable staterooms (cabins), 
expansive suites with private verandas, exquisite dining choices, and untold ways to unwind.  

We’ve been guests aboard Holland America ships on numerous Mad Midlife cruises, and we 
promise you: from the moment you step aboard you’ll be impressed with the imposing 
reception area, the plush lounges, the welcoming bars, the gourmet pleasures of the Rotterdam 
Dining Room, and the unobstructed views of passing scenery. 

Chilean Fjords 

Ushuaia 

Falklands 

Oh-So-Cute Penguins 

Iguazu Falls 

Peru 

Amazing Birds 



… SEE OVER PAGE 

 Departing  
June 2017 

 

Confirmed All-Up Price  
$15,864 per person*  

includes all airfares, safaris, transfers, 
hotels, meals, tips, etc 

(*subject to currency fluctuations and unexpected 
price changes) 

 daily wildlife-viewing & photo-ops 
from open-top 4WDs 

 accommodation in exotic luxury 
Africa-theme lodges 

 plus a bonus stopover in Dubai 

21 WILD DAYS 
featuring the magnificent game 

parks of  

KENYA & TANZANIA 
with tour leaders 

John & Robyn Cooney 

 If you’ve always wanted to see Africa’s untamed animals up-close and personal, our 2017 WILDLIFE ADVENTURE IN KENYA & 
TANZANIA will blow you away, thrill you to bits and knock your socks off. Fantastic wildlife parks … stunning scenery stretching 
as far as the eye can see … an abundance of free-to-roam animals (a zoo will never be the same!) … and right-there-in-front-of-
you encounters with lions, elephants, rhinos, buffalos, cheetahs, wildebeest and more.  

 Are you in your middle years or retired – fit and healthy and able to keep up? Well, why don’t you join us in JUNE 2017 and share 
this top-of-the-line MIDLIFE MADNESS ON SAFARI with a great bunch of fun-loving Kiwis …  



A Once-In-A-Lifetime Experience! 

Included In Our Fantastic Itinerary 

If you’re anything like us, you’ve probably dreamed of adventuring in Africa’s outdoors  … eyeballing 
its untamed wildlife … enjoying first-hand what most people can only read about or view second-hand 
on TV. Well, in 2006, WE DID IT! We took a fun group of like-minded young-at-heart Kiwis on an East 
African safari. Then, in 2011 and 2014, WE DID IT AGAIN! And (no kidding) we rate all three trips 
amongst the VERY BEST travel experiences we’ve ever had.  

So much so that WE’RE GOING BACK – IN JUNE 2017 – AND YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US! Words 
can’t really describe the sights, sounds, smells, tastes and encounters that await you: the vast, scenic 
game parks … the endless herds of gazelles, zebras, wildebeest … the majesty of elephants on the 
move … the thrill of lions on a hunt …  

Come and share this MIDLIFE MADNESS ON SAFARI with us! It promises to be totally wild …  

 staying throughout Kenya & Tanzania in luxury safari lodges and African-theme resorts 

 heading off on daily game-drives in purpose-built open-top 4WD safari vehicles 

 learning the secrets of Africa, its amazing animals and birds from English-speaking driver-guides 

 discovering the Ol Pejeta Conservatory, a sanctuary for orphaned chimps and endangered rhinos 

 enjoying the stunning bird spectacles on Lake Nakuru and Lake Naivasha in the Great Rift Valley 

 wondering at the wildlife-rich Masai Mara National Reserve – which lures visitors with the 
promise of close-up views of the fabled Big Five: lion, elephant, rhino, leopard and buffalo 

 crossing the equator into the world-famous Serengeti National Park … eyeballing the migrating 
herds of wildebeest, zebras and gazelles … experiencing two nights in a luxury tented campsite 

 visiting the mud huts of a traditional Masai village or kraal, and mixing with these nomadic people 
as they show off their art and crafts and customs 

 marvelling at the geological wonder and animal abundance of the spectacular Ngorongoro Crater 

 delighting in the tranquil beauty of Tarangire National Park and brilliant Lake Manyara 

 exploring the popular Amboseli National Park, and eyeballing snow-capped Mt Kilimanjaro  

 fostering an orphaned baby elephant (if you so choose) at an elephant nursery near Nairobi  

 sampling Dubai, the glittering Emirate powerhouse, with an exhilarating romp in four-wheel-
drives through the endless sand-dunes, and a sundown dinner at a Bedouin camp in the desert 

 



 Departing  
September 3, 2017 

 

Estimated All-Up Price  
from $15,375* per person  

includes airfares, transfers, tips, hotels, 
cruise, sightseeing, meals 

*subject to cabin choice, unexpected increases, and 
currency fluctuations 

for a free InfoPack phone  
Travel Managers Group 

 

or email midlifemadness@travelmanagers.co.nz 

… SEE NEXT PAGE 

Itinerary Highlights 

IT WAS SUCH A HUGE SUCCESS TWO YEARS AGO THAT WE’RE DOING 
it again – in 2017! And the itinerary we enjoyed so much is gonna take 
us back to not just ONE but TWO of our favourite locations!  

First, there’s ITALY: Uniquely lovable Italy with its colourful history, its 
insanely good cuisine, its romantic music, its friendly locals. The name 
Italy conjures up 2000-year-old ruins … soaring architecture and 
museums-for-all … open-air cafes and restaurants … olive groves, 
vineyards and wine a-la-go-go … picture-postcard Tuscan villages … 
gondolas on Venetian canals … and La Dolce Vita: the sweet life. 

Second, there’s CROATIA: Its unspoiled coastline, its paradise islands, 
its breathtaking wilderness and medieval towns. Countless civilisations 
have imprinted this ancient corner of Europe, and whispers of the past 
seem to follow you everywhere you go. But there’s a tranquillity and 
an Olde Worlde charm that makes the region irresistible. And now, at 
last, we have the perfect chance to soak it all up … aboard the brand-
new, beautifully-appointed, ‘Agape Rose’. 

Is an adventure like this on YOUR ‘bucket list’? Well, book today!  

23 GLORIOUS DAYS 
explore this lovely laid-back 
romantic part of the world 
with a Mad Midlife mix of 
luxury coach-touring and  

small-boat cruising 
TOUR LEADERS: 

John & Robyn Cooney 

Santa Margherita  

Cinque Terre  

Leaning Tower of Pisa  

Lucca 

Florence 

Tuscany 

Venice 

Plitvice Lakes  

Zadar 

Split 

Brac 

Hvar 

Korcula 

Dubrovnik  

It
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The intimate, well-appointed ‘Agape Rose’ – our home for eight glorious days! – is brand new. 
(In fact, it’s still being built, and will be launched next year.) Rated 5-star and unmatchable in 
its category, the ‘Agape Rose’ will be perfect for showcasing the historic and scenic splendour 
of the Adriatic … and was an easy choice for this Mad Midlife cruise. 

The ‘Agape Rose’ has been designed for coastal cruising … highly manoeuvrable and small 
enough (48.5 metres long x 8.5 metres wide) to get into bays, inlets and ports that bigger ships 
can’t approach. Fully air-conditioned, with sun-decks, shaded lounge areas, restaurant and 
bar, free WIFI, and 18 tastefully-designed ensuite cabins (queen-size or twin) … the ‘Agape 
Rose’ has room for just 38 guests. And we have chartered her exclusively for our Midlife 
Madness group – yeehaa! 

Our 2015 cruise sold out fast and, regrettably, we had to turn friends away. That means you 
need to book a.s.a.p. if you want to be sure of a place in September 2017 …  

Our Chartered Cruise Ship: ‘Agape Rose’ 

Included In Our Fantastic Itinerary 

It’s difficult to know where to start – because the “WOW!” moments will just keep coming, day 
after day. Like what? Well, like these …  

 palm-lined Santa Margherita & exquisite Portofino on the panoramic Italian Riviera 

 the five gorgeous, higgledy-piggledy, cliff-top villages that make up the Cinque Terre  

 historic Lucca, hidden away behind imposing walls, with its shady piazzas & promenades 

 Florence, the beating heart of Tuscany with its landmark Duomo & Michelangelo’s David  

 the Leaning Tower of Pisa – one of the ancient wonders of the architectural world 

 medieval Siena & towering San Gimignano amongst the sunburnt vineyards of Tuscany  

 Venice, the world’s most romantic city, with San Marco & the Grand Canal: “O sole mio!”  

 the fantastic Postojna Caves & Slovenia’s capital, Ljubljana, with its dazzling hilltop fort   

 the stunning Plitvice Lakes in Croatia – a must-see nature wonderland & watery paradise  

 scenic Zadar, one of the oldest walled-and-moated towns on the Dalmatian coast 

 Split, with its gorgeous waterfront, plus the palace-cum-fortress of Emperor Diocletian 

 the town of Omis, famous for its spectacular scenery & much-feared pirates-of-old  

 Pucisca on the island of Brac, known for its white limestone & traditional stonemasonry 

 lavender-scented Hvar, a nature treasure-chest & the sunniest isle on the Croatian Coast 

 sunny Korcula, birthplace of Marco Polo, renowned for its olive oil & dessert wines 

 the seductive island of Mljet, smothered in forests, fields, vineyards & small villages 

 stunningly restored Dubrovnik, its marble streets, massive walls & plunging azure seas 

Florence 

Venice 

Split 

Split 

Hvar 

      Cinque Terre 

Plitvice 

 
                                  Dubrovnik 

Korcula 

Pisa 

Artist’s Impression 
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