
CAN YOU BELIEVE HOW FAST TIME HAS FLOWN? JUST DAYS FROM NOW (HOW ON EARTH WILL   
we get everything done?) we’ll be meeting face-to-face at Auckland International Airport. We’ve got 
ourselves a good-sized group – 27 of us will be departing on Wednesday May 16. Some of you have 
travelled with us before … others of you are new to Midlife Madness … and it’s gonna be so much 
fun getting to know each other! Here, for your meditation and edification, is a final check-list of 
Very Important Things you need to know before departure. Please read them and memorise them 

carefully. (You’ll be examined on this later!) 

1:  AUCKLAND AIRPORT MEETING TIME – WEDNESDAY MAY 16 – 6:00PM: No later please. Our 

flight EK0449 leaves at 8:30pm … and we need to get everyone identified, hugged and checked-in. If you’re held up 
or there’s some crisis on the day, phone John Cooney on 021 643 078 or Glen Armstrong on 021 509 093. 

2:  AUCKLAND MEETING PLACE – DEPARTURE TERMINAL: As you enter the main International 

Terminal from the car-park, go left to the DEPARTURE AREA (on the ground floor) – and look for us under a couple of 
big PINK BALLOONS.  

  We’ll be there from 6:00pm onwards – to greet you … tick off your name/s on our list … confirm that you’ve 
got all your documents … and point you to the correct Emirates counters, where you can check in. Please DON’T go 
ahead and check yourself in until you’ve FIRST met us, let us know you’ve arrived, and been ticked-off. (Otherwise 
you’ll stuff-up our system and give us a panic-attack!)  
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3:  PINK RIBBONS FOR ALL YOUR BAGS: Included in your TOUR PACK (see below) are some bright pink 

ribbons for you to tie on ALL your luggage (including hand-luggage) – to help us identify our group’s bags quickly at 
airports, hotels and getting on/off the ship. Please tie a pink ribbon securely to EACH of your bags – before you leave 
home. (We’ll have some extras with us if you need them …) 

4:  NAME-TAGS: Also included in your TOUR PACK is your bright pink name-tag. Please wear this (where it can 

be seen!) when you arrive at the airport – to help us identify you more quickly. Kiwis aren’t big on name-tags (we’re 
non-conformists, eh), but it’ll take us several days to get to know each other. Your name-tag makes you easier to 
spot in a crowd – and helps our Tour Guides keep track of you when we go sightseeing. (Again, we’ll have spares.) 

  Note: on the inside of your name-tag (when you remove it from the plastic sleeve) are the Cooneys’ cellphone 
numbers – so you can phone or text us in an emergency (e.g. if you fall overboard, get lost or kidnapped). 

5:  AIRLINE TICKETS & DOCUMENTS: To join the flight you need  

1. your Passport …  

2. your Airline Ticket (an electronic E-ticket) which you’ll be sent, along with …  

3. your Departure Form (fill this out before you come to the airport: our flight number is EK0449 and our 
destination is Dubai). 

6:  IMPORTANT: CHECK YOUR BAGS TO DUBAI – NO FURTHER: When you proceed to the check-in 

counters, please make sure the Emirates agent understands that you’re STAYING in Dubai – you DON’T want your 
bags pre-checked to London! If you or the check-in staff get this wrong, you may find you’ve got no toothbrush, 
pyjamas or fresh undies for our day-&-night stopover in Dubai – and John says, “You’re not gonna borrow mine!” 

7:  IF YOU’RE COMING FROM OUTSIDE AUCKLAND ON A DOMESTIC FLIGHT … we urge you to 

make that flight early in the day – to avoid the risk of a possible flight-delay, and reduce your stress-levels. Try to 
check your baggage right through to Dubai (from whichever airport you’re starting your journey). That’ll make it 
easier: you won’t have to collect your bags and check-in again when you arrive at Auckland’s Domestic Terminal.  

  Catch the free bus to the International Terminal (it leaves every 20 minutes from outside the baggage 
collection area.)  

8:  COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE: Once everyone’s checked-in, we’ll meet up for complimentary coffee/tea 

and yackety-yack in Mac’s Down-Under Cafe (on the first floor). Let’s gather there by 6:30pm – returning to the 
Terminal to go through the Departure Gate no later than 7:30pm. (There could be long queues at Customs …) 
 

T our Pack to be couriered shortly 
Your Travel Wallet, Airline Tickets, Departure Form, luggage labels, name-tag and pink ribbons will be 
couriered to you by Glen, House of Travel Ellerslie, a fortnight (approx) before departure. If it fails to turn up 

– or if you expect to be away from home around then – phone Glen now: toll-free on 0800 323 333. 

 CAREFULLY CHECK all your documents, airlines tickets, and (especially) flight numbers/dates/times, etc – 
and contact Glen immediately on 0800 323 333 (toll-free) if there’s a problem. The time to discover that 
something’s not quite right is BEFORE we leave – not when we’re in Europe! 

 ADD YOUR HOLLAND AMERICA DOCUMENTS to your Travel Wallet – specifically your Signature Preferred 
Boarding Pass plus your Koningsdam Luggage Tags – you should have printed these off (remember?) when 
you did your online check-in. (Note: We won’t need these until Sunday 20 May when our cruise begins.) 

 Note re SPARE LUGGAGE LABELS: Please clearly label both your check-in and carry-on bag (plus your camera, 
handbag, etc) … on the inside as well as on the outside.  
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 Vijaya Lokuketagoda    – Whakatane 

 Alison McDonald     – Auckland 

 Noeline May      – Auckland 

 Sherrol Piet      – Auckland 

 Sheryl Robinson     – Whakatane 

 Robyn & Mark Rolston   – Blenheim 

 Kaye Stanley      – Auckland 

 Shirley & Robin Thorpe   – Whangarei 

 *Antony McDonald x2   – ?? 

M ake copies of all your documents 
Before you leave home, make two photocopies of ALL your important documents: Airline Tickets ... 
Travel Insurance details ... Credit Cards ... the main page of your Passport … your Holland America 

documents … plus any other info which, if it went missing, would leave you in deep yoghurt. Why TWO photocopies? 
Leave one set with a friend in New Zealand – someone you can phone easily from abroad in the event of an 
emergency. And take the other set with you, packed separately from the original documents – in your suitcase, for 
example, or in your spouse’s suitcase. 
 

A rriving in Dubai  
We’ll arrive at 5:35am (Dubai time) on Thursday morning. Go through passport control on your own – then 
we’ll all meet at the baggage collection area (where we’ll find our bags).    

 Look for our KIWI GROUP – and please DON’T GO WITHOUT US! When we’re all TOGETHER (don’t panic – we 
won’t leave you behind) we’ll proceed through the ‘Nothing to Declare’ gate.  

 Then we’ll be met by our Dubai guide – who will get us (and our bags) to our air-conditioned hotel (the Dubai 
Copthorne) for breakfast and a freshen-up. 

 A lively Dubai city-tour is on our agenda this afternoon … then, tonight, super-lofty views, plus a wide range of 
dining choices, plus a stunning water-&-light show await us at the Burj Khalifa (the world’s tallest building). 

 

W ho else is coming? 
Here we are – all 26 of us (2 of whom* will be joining us for the Fjords only.) You might want to bring this 
list with you, to help connect the right names with the right faces. (Wouldn’t want you to get that wrong!) 

 Judy & John Buchanan   – Winton 

 Mary Burkhardt     – Tauranga 

 Robyn & John Cooney    – Whangamata 

 Beth Fisher      – Rotorua 

 Dianna & Tim Garland   – Tauranga 

 Jenni Goodall      – Auckland 

 Pam Hampton     – Ashburton 

 Cathy & Laurie Hay    – Christchurch 

 Sandra & Max Leonard   – Whangarei 
 

G ot all that? 
Great! We’re done, then – until Wednesday May 16, when the fun will begin 
in earnest. If you have any questions that might make you anxious, give you 

worry-lines, cause you to bite your fingernails, or keep you awake at night, don’t 
hesitate to call Glen or us Cooneys .  

  YEEHAA! BRING IT ON! 
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TOUR BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES 
 John & Robyn Cooney, Midlife Madness Tours 

 PO Box 212, Whangamata 3643, NZ 

 Phone:  021 643 078  

 Website:   www.johncooney.co.nz 

 Email:    jc@johncooney.co.nz 

 Glen Armstrong, House of Travel 

 PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051, NZ 

 Freephone: 0800 323 333  

 Website:   www.hotellerslie.co.nz 

 Email:    info@midlifemadness.tours 

 

TOUR LEADERS & PROMOTERS 


