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time for some Midlife Madness? 
If you’re anything like us, you’ve probably dreamed more than once 
of adventuring in the untamed big-game regions of Africa … 

eyeballing and photographing the ’Big Five’ … enjoying sights and sounds that 
most people can only read about or experience second-hand on TV.  

  But, if you’re anything like us, the pressures of time, too-little-money and 
too-much-on-your-plate have probably meant you’ve never done more than 
dream – right? 

  Well, 10 years ago WE DID IT! We took a fun group of like-minded young-at-heart Kiwis on an East African 
safari. And that was so TOTALLY MIND-BOGGLINGLY AMAZING that we did it again … and again … and again! And 
(no kidding) we rate all of these safaris amongst the VERY BEST travel experiences we’ve ever had. That’s why we’re 
going back yet again – in August 2020 – 

  Words can’t really describe the sights, sounds, smells, tastes and experiences that await you: the fantastic 
wildlife parks (stunning scenery stretching as far as the eye could see) … the abundance of free-to-roam animals (a 
zoo will never be the same!) … the endless herds of gazelles, zebras, wildebeest … the majesty of elephants on the 
move …  the thrill of lions on a hunt and leopards on a kill and cheetah’s at full-speed …  

  We’re old hands when it comes to tour groups. We know how to find our way around airports. And we know 
how to make the most of unique travel opportunities. So come and share this MIDLIFE MADNESS ON SAFARI with us!  

  It promises to be totally wild! 
 

highlight after highlight 
With the help of local Africa-experts plus Glen Armstrong (our bookings manager from House of Travel 
Ellerslie), we’ve put together a stunning 21-day itinerary. If you share our dream of experiencing the wild 

untamed inhabitants of Africa’s game parks up-close and personal, here are some of the highlights you’ll enjoy …  

 staying throughout the wildlife reserves of Kenya & Tanzania in luxury safari lodges and African-theme resorts 

 heading off on daily game drives (early morning, late afternoon) in open-top 4WD purpose-built safari vehicles 

 learning the secrets of Africa’s amazing birds and animals from our expert English-speaking driver/guides 

 discovering the Ol Pejeta Conservatory, a waterhole sanctuary for orphaned chimps and endangered rhinos 

 enjoying the stunning bird spectacles on Lake Nakuru and Lake Naivasha deep in the Great Rift Valley 

 wondering at the wildlife-rich Masai Mara National Reserve – which lures visitors with the promise of close-up 
views of lions, elephants, rhinos, leopards and buffalos: the fabled Big Five  

 crossing the equator into the world-famous Serengeti National Park … eyeballing the non-stop migrating herds of 
wildebeest, zebras and gazelles as they graze … and experiencing two nights in a luxury tented campsite 

 visiting the mud huts of a traditional Masai village or kraal, and mixing with these nomadic people as they show  
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let ’s go wild! 



 off their art and crafts and customs 

 marvelling at the geological wonder and animal abundance of the spectacular Ngorongoro Crater 

 delighting in the birdlife of Tarangire National Park and the tranquil beauty of brilliant Lake Manyara 

 exploring the popular Amboseli National Park with its great elephant herds, and eyeballing the pink-tinged, snow-
capped peak of Mt Kilimanjaro – the highest free-standing mountain in the world 

 fostering an orphaned baby elephant (if you so choose) at an baby -elephant nursery in Nairobi National Park 

 sampling Dubai, the glittering Emirate powerhouse, with an exhilarating romp in four-wheel-drives through the 
endless sand-dunes and a sundown dinner at a Bedouin camp in the desert 

 eating lots, laughing lots, making friends, taking photos and generally having the time of our lives! 
 

three cheers for groups! 
Travel is wonderful – and GROUP TRAVEL is doubly-wonderful! At least, that’s been our experience, ever 
since Midlife Madness Tours first began. When you go adventuring with one of our groups, you end up 

doing stuff, going places, meeting people, grabbing opportunities, and trying things that you mightn’t have the 
courage to try if you were travelling on your own. Plus you’ve got a great bunch of Kiwi friends to share these 
fantastic experiences with – and zero risk of feeling left out or lonely!  

  In short, there’s no end to the fun that happens and the memories that are made when likeminded, young-at-
heart midlifers go adventuring together.  

  We’re old hands when it comes to touring. Plus we make a point of ‘adding value’ – with special Midlife 
Madness extras that make good tours GREAT! So come and share some Midlife Madness on SAFARI with us!  
  

 don’t delay: book & pay your deposit 
We hope you’ll decide to join us – and would urge you to act promptly. This will be a select group – with 
places allocated on a first-come-first-served basis. And because we’re travelling in East Africa’s peak 

tourist season, we need to secure flights, accommodation, 4WD safari vehicles and guides just as soon as possible.  

  You can secure your place by phoning Glen on 0800 323 333 … or emailing info@midlifemadness.tours … 
and sending your booking form and deposit (plus a copy of the main page from your passport) to House of Travel, 
PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051.  

  Act now so you won’t miss out … decide today to be part of our MIDLIFE MADNESS ON SAFARI.  

  We can’t wait to share this wild slice-of-life with you in August 2020!  

4 

& 



what people said about our previous Safaris: 
The prime requirement for each Midlife Madness tour is: WE’VE GOTTA HAVE A GOOD TIME! And the 
feedback we got from our fellow adventurers speaks for itself …  

 “The African safari was beyond our expectations in every way. Full on, but so well organised. We would 
recommend Midlife Madness to anyone who enjoys wildlife – we certainly got our fill of them and came home 
well satisfied. Great, great trip.” (Norma & Trevor) 

 “I am still on a high! The trip was fantastic – so well organised and run. Such great memories and a wonderful 
tour group. I still marvel at all the up-close-and-personal wildlife we saw. My appreciation to you both.” (Joyce) 

 “Thanks for your companionship and friendship on the safari. It was certainly an amazing experience. As a lone 
traveller, there’s always some uncertainty as how to fit in with a group, but I found this went fine, and I am 
especially grateful to you both.” (Margaret) 

 “Africa was absolutely fantastic! Hopefully we will catch up again …” (Dawn & Brian)  

 “Thank you so much for a most amazing tour! I was so sad that it all had to end. What a great group to travel 
with – probably that was the highlight for me.” (Stephanie) 

 “I certainly enjoyed our sojourn into Africa. Was wonderful. No doubt I’ll be joining you again soon for another 
experience.” (Allison) 

 “Awesome! I was most impressed. Thanks for the great effort you put in. I will certainly treasure all the 
wonderful memories.” (Pam) 

 “Jambo, John & Robyn! What an adventure! There were too many highlights to mention – everything we saw just 
took us by surprise. Thank you both for taking us with you – it was an amazing experience that we will never 
forget.” (Edna & Peter) 

 “The whole trip to Africa was a highlight for me – thanks to you both for making it so. If I had to choose one thing 
it would be seeing the cheetahs.” (Sandra) 

 “We want to thank you and Robyn for making this one of our best-ever holidays, and, of course, for hand-picking 
the wonderful gang we all went with. We have some wonderful pictures and video.” (Rae & Lance) 

 “Many thanks for taking us on this wonderful trip. It was quite mind-blowing, and now we are left wondering – 
did we really do it?” (Ruth & Jack) 

 “Amazing trip, amazing memories to treasure!” (Nola & John) 

 “A wonderful holiday in Africa with the WOW factor – the trip of a lifetime!” (Jane & Robbie) 

 “Our Safari experience was beyond expectations! We so enjoyed the company and all the fun and laughter we 
shared. Your detailed organisation was unbelievable and you are to be congratulated.” (Carole & Norman) 

 “A wonderful experience! Thank you so much for your leadership and friendship.” (Marg) 
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tour promoters & hosts: John & Robyn Cooney 
International travel has featured high on our agenda for several decades 
now. In between kids and grandkids and publishing the family magazine 

Grapevine (which we established back in 1981), we’ve been privileged to visit many 
stunning destinations: Europe, the UK, Singapore, Vanuatu, the USA, Israel, Egypt, Africa 
(Kenya & Tanzania), China, Laos-Cambodia-Vietnam, the Mediterranean, the Baltic, India, 
China, South America, Canada, Alaska. And somehow, amongst all this rushing-around, 
we launched Midlife Madness Tours. 

  Travel, we’ve discovered, is an all-five-senses experience – a chance to see, feel, 
smell, hear and taste the world. And you’ve got to believe us: sightseeing as a group of 
laid-back Kiwis is DOUBLE the fun! We hesitate to call ourselves ‘experts’ – but we relish 
the chance to explore new countries, cultures and customs … we’re at-home in airports, 
hotels, cruise ships, and the like … and we know how to make the most of a unique travel opportunity.  

  Our 2020 WILDLIFE SAFARI can’t come quick enough – lots of laughs, great company, sights that will knock 
our socks off, and memories that will last forever. Here’s hoping YOU will join us …  

 John & Robyn Cooney, PO Box 212, Whangamata 3643, NZ 

 Phone: 021 643 078 (mob) 

 Email: jc@johncooney.co.nz … Website: www.johncooney.co.nz 

 Travel Blog: www.midlifemadness.wordpress.com 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/MidlifeMadnessTours 
 

bookings manager: Glen Armstrong     
at House of Travel Ellerslie 

House of Travel Ellerslie is an IATA-bonded consultancy, serving passionate travellers like you 
since 2004. Glen and his team bring to Midlife Madness Tours extensive experience with group 
travel, plus a commitment to helping the Cooneys provide the very best by way of hassle-free 
adventures – so you can enjoy every minute and not worry about a thing! House of Travel is a 
New Zealand owned and operated travel company, established in 1987, with 65 outlets 
nationwide. Glen and his team look forward to talking with you about your booking 
arrangements … travel insurance … and any other touring queries or requirements.  

 House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051, NZ 

 Street address: 108 Main Highway, Ellerslie, Auckland 

 Phone: tollfree 0800 323 333 … Office: 09 525 2363  

 Email: info@midlifemadness.tours … Website: www.hotellerslie.co.nz  
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age, health & mobility 
This tour (as the name suggests) is a little different to most. And we’re keen to attract like-minded, fun-
loving, young-at-heart people in MIDLIFE (or thereabouts). So: if you find yourself in your middle years or 

retired … AND you’re fit and healthy and able to keep up … AND you’re keen to kick up your heels, go mildly wild, 
and laugh yourself silly with a bunch of fellow-Kiwis – then you’ll fit in just fine! 

  If you’re outside this age group, that’s not necessarily a problem. In our experience, AGE isn’t as important as 
ATTITUDE. Our groups usually include a good mix of singles and couples – and happily include some older members 
who enjoy good health, and often turn out to be the life’n’soul of the party.  

  However, this Midlife Madness tour will be busy, active, on-the-go – with lengthy flights and some early 
mornings/long days, plus lots of climbing in-and-out of 4WD safari vehicles. Which is likely to make this tour 
unsuitable for you if you have a disability … mobility, balance problems or walking difficulties … heart or lung or 
eyesight conditions … or other health issues that could (i) place you at unreasonable risk, health-wise, (ii) require 
extra time/attention from the tour leaders, or (iii) adversely slow down the group as a whole. 
  

medical certificate please 
1. You must advise us, when you book (and later, should things change), if you have 

ANY relevant health or mobility problems that we need to be aware of.  

2. If you have health or mobility problems – or if you’re 70 years old (or more) – you’ll be asked  
to complete a Midlife Madness Medical Certificate (from House of Travel) – which may require 
some input from your doctor. (This info will be treated confidentially.) 

3. If we believe this tour is unsuitable for you (for health or mobility reasons): 

a. we may decline your booking, with regret (we’d encourage you to join a slower-paced, 
less-demanding tour) … or  

b. if you were intending to travel on your own, we may request that you travel with 
someone else (your wife/husband/partner, a family member, a close friend, a travel-
buddy) – who can accompany you and provide any special assistance you may need. 

 

travel insurance – compulsory 
Travelling with no (or inadequate) cover is highly risky – and, should an accident or illness occur while 
you’re overseas, it can prove extremely costly! Which is why we require everyone joining this Midlife 

Madness Tour to have adequate, up-to-date insurance (including provision for emergency evacuation). \ 

  Regrettably, failure to attend to this could result in your booking being declined. Please, therefore, consider the 
following two options: 
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1. You can sign-up for our RECOMMENDED INSURANCE. House of Travel Ellerslie offer a valuable discount (up 
to 20%) that you might like to take advantage of. Simply call Glen Armstrong on 0800 323 333 (toll-free) and 

ask for a quote … or send Glen an email: info@midlifemadness.tours.  

  Please also tick the RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE box on your Booking Form (down the right-hand side 
of the form). 

  Glen will get back to you with a quote, plus further information. Your travel insurance discount (up to 20% off 
the premium) will be deducted by House of Travel Ellerslie from your final tour invoice.  
 

2. Alternatively, you can arrange YOUR OWN INSURANCE, if you wish. However, to avoid any unpleasant or 
expensive shocks (in the unlikely event of an accident or illness): 

a. please check your policy’s fine-print carefully and make sure you know what you’re covered for – and 
what you’re not covered for; for example, you should be covered for ‘emergency evacuation’ (in the event 
of serious injury or illness) and ‘civil commotion’ (in the event of riots and demonstrations); if in doubt, 
discuss your concerns asap with Glen at House of Travel Ellerslie. 

b. please provide us with a copy of your policy document, showing the insurance company, policy number, 
emergency contact numbers, etc – so we have this information on hand, should a situation arise. 

 

CONFUSED?  

  If you need to discuss age/health/insurance matters, get in touch with Glen (House of Travel Ellerslie): phone 
0800 323 333 (toll-free) or email info@midlifemadness.tours.  
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estimated price: likely to be around $18,500 pp  
We’re still awaiting some final costings – will confirm asap. This estimated price includes pretty much 
everything: all airfares, transfers, stopovers, accommodation, safaris, sightseeing, meals, tips, and more!  

 ESTIMATED SHARE-TWIN PRICE: $18,500 per person – subject to currency fluctuations & unexpected increases 

 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT: available on request – extra cost for sole use of room in hotels/safari lodges 
 

deposits & final payment 
This will be a select group, with a top-of-the-range itinerary plus 5-star accommodation. And we must 
make early commitments (and group deposits) to secure our required 4WD safari vehicles plus the rooms 

we’ll need in the exotic safari lodges we’ve selected.  

  Our previous safaris sold out very quickly – and this one’s expected to fill up fast. If you want to be certain of a 
place, please complete the Booking Form (attached) and send it, with your 1st deposit, to House of Travel, PO Box 
11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051 … as soon as poss!  

 1ST DEPOSIT (with booking): $1,500 pp – refundable up until June 1, 2019 (less $250 cancellation fee: see p23) 

 2ND DEPOSIT (due September 1, 2019): $1,500 pp – non-refundable, to secure cabins, etc  

 FINAL PAYMENT DUE: March 1, 2020 (your final invoice will be sent out in Jan 2020)  

(Note: if you wish to pay your deposit ONLINE – by credit card or direct credit – please phone Glen at House of 
Travel for their bank account details: ph 0800 323 333). 

 

what’s included in the price? 
Like we say, pretty much everything! Why? Well, experience has taught us that Kiwi travellers prefer to 
know – and pay – up front and in advance ... rather than having to find substantial extra dollars during 

the tour for un-planned excursions (for example), or tipping, etc. So when you’re trying to compare similar tours and 
prices, remember that the price for our 2020 MAD MIDLIFE SAFARI is very inclusive. Here’s what’s covered: 

 AIRFARES:     economy class from Auckland to Nairobi (via Dubai)… and return 

 TAXES:      airport taxes and airline security taxes 

 TRANSFERS:     from airports to hotels/lodges 

 VISA FEES:    for Kenya & Tanzania 

 STOPOVER:    in Dubai (outbound and homebound) 

 ACCOMMODATION:   5-star safari lodges in Kenya and Tanzania plus hotel in Dubai 

 MEALS:     all meals while on safari, as detailed in our Final Itinerary 

 SIGHTSEEING:    all excursions and National Park fees as detailed in our Final Itinerary 

 TRANSPORTATION:  all transfers and game viewing throughout Kenya and Tanzania in open-top four- 

9 

Nitty gritty. . .  



        wheel-drive safari vehicles, seating up to seven passengers in each vehicle 

 LOCAL GUIDES:   services of experienced English-speaking driver/guides (one for each vehicle) 

 TIPPING:     all group gratuities 

 TOUR LEADERS:   all the help that John & Robyn Cooney can offer 
 

what’s not included? 
 passport fees 

 extra meals (i.e. other than those detailed in our Final Itinerary) 

 drinks with meals or otherwise 

 travel insurance 

 items of a personal nature – such as laundry, phone calls, souvenirs, etc 
 

travel documents 
1. PASSPORT: All tour members need a current Passport (valid for at least 6 months after return to 

NZ). If you require assistance, or need your Passport updated, talk to Glen at House of Travel. 

2. RETURNING RESIDENT’S VISA: This is required for holders of other than NZ Passports. Again, if you 
need assistance, contact Glen – phone tollfree 0800 323 333. 

3. VISAS FOR KENYA & TANZANIA: New Zealanders require entry Visas for both countries. Glen (at 
House of Travel) will obtain valid Visas for you (closer to departure date you’ll need to complete 
application forms, and send us a photocopy of the first two pages from your passport plus four 
small passport-size photos). The Visa fees are included in the tour price.  

 

all about Emirates Airline 
1. BUSINESS CLASS UPGRADE: If you’d like to fly Business Class (Auckland to Nairobi return), phone 

Glen (House of Travel) on 0800 323 333 for an estimated upgrade price. 

2. AIRPOINTS: If you’d like to join SKYWARDS (the Frequent Flyer programme for Emirates Airline) 
call House of Travel – they have all the info you need. 

 

we’ll keep you posted 
Between now and departure, we’ll update you with TOUR TEASERS (backgrounding 
our numerous destinations) … and Midlife Madness NEWSLETTERS, (additional 

information re the safari, travel tips, what to pack, money-money-money, etc). In short, we’ll 
do everything we can to help you gain the MAX from this fabulous travel experience!  
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optional extra: Balloon Safari over Masai Mara 
Imagine the thrill of taking to the air in a HOT-AIR BALLOON as the rising sun pokes its nose above the 
distant horizon. Imagine floating peacefully above the vast African plains – at times skimming the 

treetops for close-ups of elephants and wildebeest, zebras and giraffes … at other times lifting high in the sky so you 
can fully appreciate the breathtaking panorama below. Imagine sitting in the open under the shade of a classic 
umbrella tree, the table laid with bone china and silver cutlery, a glass of bubbly in your hand, and the delicious 
aroma of a yummy ‘bush-breakfast’ filling the air. 

  An early morning balloon-safari is the most popular 'add-on' option with tourists in East Africa … and the 
Masai Mara, with its open grasslands and dense populations of wildlife, is the perfect place to do it.  

  We Cooneys have done it a couple of times – and we enjoyed it so much that, even if we have to rob a bank 
or sell our organs to medical science, we’re gonna do it again! Wouldn’t miss it for the world!  

  The cost: not yet known. (The 2017 cost was NZ$745). 

  Would YOU like to add this unique experience to your Mad Midlife Adventure in Africa? We’ll remind you 
closer to Departure Day, but to book your place in the balloon basket, simply contact Glen at House of Travel 
Ellerslie: phone 0800 323 333 or email info@midlifemadness.tours.  
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let us explain: 
This is SO exciting! In August 2020 we’re gonna fly to 
Dubai, south of the Persian Gulf on the Arabian 

Peninsula … then on to Nairobi in Kenya. There we’ll finally get to see 
Africa’s gameparks stretching as far as the eye can see … and the 
abundance of free-to-roam wildlife.  

  We’ll spend day-after-day in open-top 4WD safari vehicles … 
we’ll spend night-after-night in luxury safari lodges and African-
theme resorts … and, in the process, we’ll learn some of the secrets 
of this ancient continent. On the way home we’ll sample the 
remarkable modern metropolis of Dubai in greater depth. And 
throughout the entire 21 days we’ll eat lots, laugh lots, make new 
friends, take a zillion photos and generally have the time of our lives!  

  Closer to departure we’ll send you our Final Itinerary – with 
full flight times, hotels, and sightseeing arrangements. But here, to 
whet your appetite, is our packed-full Interim Itinerary …  
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midlife madness on safari: our itinerary 
August 2020 
 

Day 1 up-up-and-away! 
 We depart Auckland International Airport on our long, long Emirates flight, transiting through 

Australia en route to the United Arab Emirates, on the other side of the world. Don’t tell 
anyone, but this Mad Midlife Adventure is actually happening at last ... 

 

Day 2 glittering gulf state: Dubai (United Arab Emirates) 
(B) In the entire Gulf there’s no place quite like Dubai, with its modern palaces sprawled along the 

coast and its soaring glass-&-steel skyscrapers. We touch down early this morning, and have 
breakfast waiting for us in our air-conditioned hotel.  

 This afternoon we’ve got a city tour, including the magnificent Jumeirah Mosque, a palace, a 
museum, the 150-year-old Al Fahidi Fort, ‘wind-towered’ houses at Bastakia, a short 
‘abra’ (water-taxi) ride on the famous Dubai Creek, and the glittering, aromatic Gold & Spice 
Souk (market). This evening we travel to the top of the world’s tallest building – the 
observation deck (124th floor) of Burj Khalifa – for some super-lofty views. Following which, we 
grab dinner-on-our-own in the Dubai Mall before watching a fabulous water-and-light show. 
(Prepare to be impressed!) 

 

Day 3 here we come: Nairobi at last 
(B, D) We depart Dubai for another 5-hour 

flight – heading south, this time, and 
arriving eventually in Nairobi, Kenya. 
KARIBU! WELCOME TO AFRICA! 

 After transferring to the Safari Park 
Hotel, the rest of the afternoon and 
evening is all ours – to relax, sleep, 
swim and explore this African-theme 
resort with its 64-acre gardens.  

 This evening, we share a barbecue 
under the stars … enjoy a lively 
colourful show featuring African song-
&-dance … and meet the guys who 
will be our safari guides in Kenya. 
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Day 4 a walk on the wild side: Ol Pejeta Conservancy  
(B, L, D) It’s actually HAPPENING! Our long-

awaited African Wildlife Safari is 
underway at last! Following breakfast, 
we set off in our 4WDs for the Ol 
Pejeta Conservancy, a 90,000-acre 
wildlife reserve that boasts a higher 
wildlife-to-area ratio than any of 
Kenya’s other national parks. A night 
under canvas awaits us – at the 
Sweetwaters Tented Camp. But panic 
not: you don’t have to pitch your own 
pup-tent! These are spacious, walk-in, 
permanent tents set on solid floors, 
with en suites and all the comforts of 
home. We arrive in time for our first ‘proper’ game-drive.  

 You’ll want to check out the waterhole after dinner tonight, and watch the animals coming and 
going, drinking and bathing, foraging and arguing as darkness falls. Then, when you can ignore 
bed no longer, you can fall asleep to the symphony of the African night. Ahh, yes …  

 

Day 5 colour those birds pink: Lake Nakuru 

(B, L, D) Once we’re all fed and watered this 
morning (having been awakened, with 
any luck, by noisy wildlife), we’re off 
again – driving south along the Great 
Rift Valley for lunch at the beautifully 
located Lion Hill Lodge and views of 
yet another unique African spectacle. 

 Nakuru National Park is home to 400 
different species of birds, plus 
waterbucks, warthogs, impalas, 
buffalos, and cheetahs. It’s also one of 
the few places in which we can see 
the endangered white rhino. What’s 
more, if we are lucky enough to arrive 
when water-levels in the small, shallow, alkaline Lake Nakuru are where nature needs them, we 
may witness the greatest bird spectacle on earth: squillions of fushia-pink flamingos, feasting 
and frolicking in the nutrient-rich ‘pool’, with nearly-as-many ungainly, yellow-billed pelicans!  
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Day 6 taking to the water: Lake Naivasha 

(B, L, D) We’re spending today at a famous 
bird-watchers’ lake: Lake Naivasha 
(the highest of the Great Rift Lakes – 
1880 metres above sea level). And, for 
something a little different, we’ll 
enjoy a small-boat ride. So keep an 
eye out (and your bird-book at-the-
ready) for pelicans, cormorants, black 
herons, babblers, lovebirds, 
kingfishers, hoopoes, rollers, shrikes, 
cuckoos, and fish eagles.  

 Oh, and don’t be alarmed if you come 
across a sizable population of sizable 
hippos!  

 (By the way, the late Joy Adamson, who wrote the book ‘Born Free’, made her home on the 
shores of this lake. Cool, eh? 

 Tonight we’re guests at a lodge shaded by acacias and spreading fever-trees on the lake’s edge. 
 

Day 7 going cross-country: Masai Mara  
(B, L, D) Our day starts (as most of them do) 

with breakfast. Then, packing bags 
and bodies into our 4WDs, we set off  
into Kenya’s famous Masai Mara 
Regional Park.  

 This sea of bush-cloaked hills and 
richly rolling grasslands is centre-stage 
for the most dramatic wildlife show 
on earth: the legendary migration 
(from May to Nov each year) of vast 
herds of wildebeest, zebras and 
gazelles, with six million hooves 
pounding the open plains. These 
herds are, of course, closely followed 
by the predators – lions, hyenas and their kin.  

 So, while those predators dine tonight on a menu of unlucky wildebeest, we get to eat in the 
Mara Serena’s spectacular restaurant overlooking the picturesque Mara savannah. 
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Day 8 animals-animals-animals: Masai Mara 
(B, L, D) The Masai Mara (1800 square kms) is not the largest protected wildlife reserve, 

but it’s one of the best for game viewing. And the best way to fully appreciate 
all this is from a great height. If you’ve booked on the optional hot-air balloon 
safari, you’ve got an early start this morning – arriving at the launch-site in time 
to watch the balloons being inflated … getting settled in your balloon basket 
(following a safety briefing) and preparing for take-off … then, as the sun comes 
up, rising gently into the air for this unbeatable ‘high’. Upon landing, we enjoy a 
classy champagne breakfast, followed by a morning game-drive that ends up 
back at our lodge.  

 As well as swarming wildebeest and zebras, Masai Mara’s grassy plains are littered with 
antelopes, buffalo, herds of gazelles, topi and impala, alert cheetahs with their playful young, 
and wandering families of elephants and giraffes. The Mara’s rivers are also popular hang-outs 
for crocodiles and hippos – so, on our game-drives, keep your camera close at hand.   

 Oh, and one more highlight today: a visit to a Masai village or kraal, so we can mix with these 
remarkable nomadic people in their bright red cloaks, spears and beads … check out their 
ancient customs … inspect their mud-&-dung huts … play with their kids … and buy some hand-
crafted souvenirs. Great fun? You bet! 

 

Day 9 two more nights under canvas: Kirawira Camp 
(B, L, D) Today, after crossing the Kenya-

Tanzania border at Isebania (where 
we clear customs and immigration 
formalities), we enjoy a taste of Africa 
in the old tradition – at another luxury 
tented campsite near the Grumeti 
River (famed for its giant crocodiles). 
The Kirawira Camp is perched on a hill 
with uninterrupted views of the 
Western Serengeti Plains.   

 The Serengeti, with its wide open 
spaces and creature-filled landscape, 
is the most famous wildlife sanctuary 
in the world. The lush vegetation 
around Kirawira is home to a wide variety of large game – lion, buffalo, cheetah, giraffe, 
baboon, gazelle, wildebeest – plus smaller species like jackals, spotted hyenas, and elusive 
serval cats. It is also an area abundant in colourful birdlife. 
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 Tonight, we get treated to superb cuisine (cooked on site), fine wines and the best of East 
African hospitality … before having a soak in the pool (if we wish) and drifting off to sleep with 
the night-time sounds of the vast savannah reaching us through the canvas. 

 

Day 10 sunburnt savannah: Serengeti 
(B, L, D) Our adventure continues today with morning and afternoon game-drives in the vast area 

surrounding the Kirawira Camp. Keep your eyes open and binoculars focussed, because you 
never know what wildly wonderful surprise awaits you around the very next bend in the road. A 
tree-climbing leopard, perhaps … or some of the Serengeti’s extraordinary birds! And don’t 
overlook the little critters, especially around the park’s isolated granite kopjes: gaudy agama 
lizards, and scuffling rock hyraxes, and tiny, hard-working dung beetles.  

 What blows you away about the Serengeti Plains is the liberating sense of space: this sunburnt 
savannah seems to stretch forever, disappearing in a shimmering golden horizon. The nomadic 
Masai people, who’ve been grazing their cattle on these grasslands for millennia, regard this as 
paradise. To them, it’s the Siringitu: “the place where the land moves on forever” … and the 
patterns of life and death are as old as the hills themselves.  

 

Day 11 more wall-to-wall wildlife: Serengeti 
(B, L, D) The Serengeti is everyone’s dream of 

Africa … and one of the last places on 
earth where such vast numbers of 
large animals can still be seen at-
home in their natural habitat. 

 We bid goodbye to the Kirawira this 
morning, and take an easterly route 
across the endless plains. Stay alert, 
folks, because there’s every chance 
the Big Five could be out in force. 
During the rainy season when grass is 
plentiful, tasty lunch-size wildebeests, 
zebras and gazelles are thick on the 
ground. As the savannah dries out, 
they stream north into the Masai Mara for more green food. Then when the rains start again, 
they stream all the way back – obeying an instinct so strong that no drought, gorge, charging 
lion or crocodile-infested river can hold them back.  

 Oh, by the way: tonight we’re in individual thatched ‘rondavels’ (domed huts) – another true 
‘out of Africa’ experience you’re unlikely to forget in a hurry!  
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Day 12 eighth wonder of the natural world: Ngorongoro Crater 
(B, L, D) Once we’ve downed our bacon’n’eggs, 

we’re on the road again, arriving 
around lunchtime at our lodge-for-
two-nights – clad in river-boulders, 
cloaked in creepers, and set high up 
on the rim of the world’s largest intact 
volcanic caldera: the spectacular 
Ngorongoro Crater.  

 This sunken crater is a good 20kms 
across, with a base area covering 260 
square kms. The original volcano must 
have towered as high as Mt 
Kilimanjaro (5895m) – and a lot higher 
than Mt Cook (3724m).  

 Identified as a World Heritage Site, and rated the Eighth Wonder of the Natural World, the 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area contains over 25,000 large animals (including black rhinos) … 
some 4000 buffalos, 7000 wildebeests, 4000 zebras, 3000 eland and 3000 Grant's and 
Thomson's gazelles.  

 The crater also has the densest known population of lions.   

 Brace yourselves, folks: this place is unforgettable!  
 

Day 13 the largest zoo on the planet: Ngorongoro Crater 
(B, L, D) If it’s highlights you’re after, today is sure to give you a few – so hurry up and get ready!  

 Our safari vehicles take us down 600 metres through the early-morning mists onto the crater 
floor – all encased in one of the most picturesque settings you can imagine, with an animal 
population so used to humans that you can almost “reach out and touch …” 

 Our game-drive will take us to several distinct habitats within the crater: forests, swamps, lakes, 
springs, grasslands and even some sand dunes.  

 We’ll see all the usuals, plus (hopefully) a few unusuals: hartebeests, oryx, warthogs, lesser 
kudus, spotted hyenas, jackals, rare wild dogs, cheetahs, and other felines – including (if we’re 
lucky) the magnificent black-maned lions! 

 Tonight, we relax over a leisurely dinner at our lodge, as a fiery-red African sunset fades into the 
endless night sky. 
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Day 14 brilliant birdlife: Lake Manyara 
(B, L, D) Stay tuned, because once we’ve 

stretched, yawned, rubbed the sleep 
from our eyes, and enjoyed another 
Weight-Watchers (not!) breakfast … 
our wild adventure continues.  

 This afternoon, en route to more 
game-viewing plus our lodge-for-the-
night (set high on a ridge overlooking 
the Great Rift Valley and the 
gleaming, tranquil waters of Lake 
Manyara), we’ll probably pass the odd 
colonial homestead surrounded by 
coffee plantations. Keep an eye out 
(and your camera ready) for baboon 
troops lounging along the roadside, blue monkeys scampering between the ancient mahogany 
trees, dainty bushbucks treading warily through the shadows, and oversized forest hornbills 
honking loudly in the high canopy.  

 We’re also sure to witness the extraordinary birdlife that brings untold tourists to Tarangire 
National Park each year. (400 different species have been spotted here.) And, if we haven ’t 
seen them already, this is the place to find a huge, squat baobab tree.  

  

Day 15 made in Hollywood: Amboseli  
(B, L, D) Yeehaa! We’re off again – driving first 

to the town of Arusha, where we stop 
for lunch, then crossing back across 
the border into Kenya. Our 
destination? Amboseli National Park – 
a vast, mostly-dry lakebed, famous for 
its great herds of elephant. 

 Framed against the glorious backdrop 
of Africa’s highest peak, the 
magnificent pink-tinged snow-capped 
Mt Kilimanjaro, Amboseli provides 
the classic movie image of an African 
safari park. And, speaking of movies, 
we might even see one tonight – 
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about this park’s most famous four-legged mother: Echo, the elephant.  

 Our home for the next two nights is nestled in the foothills beneath giant acacia trees, and 
patrolled by elephants. (Just watch out for cheeky monkeys!) Ahh yes, this is the life …  

 

Day 15 big, bigger and biggest: Amboseli  
(B, L, D) These lush rolling grasslands support 400 species of birds, plus all the other animals (large and 

larger) that we’ve been getting to know so well: big cats sleeping under a shady tree or hunting 
for their next meal … snorting buffalo, sharp of horn and eager to charge … squat rhinos, 
looking for all the world like leftovers from a prehistoric age … lanky giraffes, nibbling at sweet 
shoots in the tallest acacia trees … plus untold elephants: here a few bachelor bulls, sticking 
together for company – there a big family of mums and their playful muddy youngsters. 

 Amboseli is the best place in Kenya to see these giants up-close and personal – the park is 
home to one of the few large elephant populations in all of Africa that hasn’t been ravaged by 
poachers. Trust us: this will be a treat! 

 (Oh, forgot to say: Kilimanjaro, which looms in the background at Amboseli and stands guard 
over the elephants, is the highest free-standing mountain in the world, topped by one-fifth of 
all the ice in Africa. Just thought you’d like to know …) 

 

Day 16 out of Africa: Nairobi 
(B, L, D) The wildlife part of our MAD SAFARI is almost over. And this morning we say goodbye to the 

game parks and follow the main road north to Kenya’s capital, Nairobi. Upon arrival, we share a 
farewell lunch at (can you believe this?) Carnivores Restaurant – where every type of meat 
imaginable is roasted over charcoal and carved at your table! 

 Carnivores! That’s appropriate, don’t you reckon? If the animals haven’t eaten us, we now get 
to eat them ... 

 We’ve seen so much, done so much, experienced so much that it’s hard to get it in any sort of 
order. We’ve enjoyed a feast of wild’n’wonderful things … and tonight, after a farewell dinner in 
our hotel, we bed down for our last sleepy-byes in Africa. 

 

Day 17 “Kwaheri (goodbye) Kenya!”  
(B) Have you got room for one more African treat? One more touching wildlife memory? After 

checking out of the Safari Park Hotel, we go to an animal nursery that cares for baby elephants 
that’ve been orphaned by poachers. You might even be allowed to foster one of these 
heavyweight toddlers (“Ohh, ahh, aren’t they cute!”) and help them return to the wild …  

 Then we’re off to the international airport for our first homeward-bound flight – to the United 
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Arab Emirates – touching down in Dubai this evening and transferring to our waiting hotel.  

 Grab some shut-eye, folks, because there’s a delightful extra bonus we’ve yet to enjoy!  
 

Day 18 dune-buggies in Dubai 
(B, D) You can sleep in this morning, have a late breakfast, rush to the nearby shopping centre, lounge 

around the pool, whatever takes your fancy. But don't oversleep, overeat, get lost or drown – 
because, this afternoon, we’re motoring out into the surrounding desert, where we’ll roar up 
and down the golden yellow sand-dunes in a fleet of modern four-wheel-drives. YEEHAA!  

 We’ll pass the occasional camel-park, and maybe even ride the ungainly animals (what’s your 
preference: one hump or two?), before arriving at a purpose-built Bedouin Camp … where we 
enjoy our final meal together: a  Sundowner Dune BBQ under the stars, with local 
entertainment and a glimpse of the Arabian nights. 

 

Day 19 & 20 all good things come to an end   
(B) It’s over (sob)! Our MAD MIDLIFE SAFARI has come to an end. We’ve had a wild, once-in-a-

lifetime experience, plus we’ve made some great friends – and we’ve got stories and memories 
and photos to prove it!  

 The time has come to say “Shukran!” (goodbye) to Dubai, and a fond farewell to any in our Kiwi 
group who’ve made separate travel-home arrangements … because, soon after breakfast, we 
transfer to the airport for our long homeward flight (groan!) to Godzone. 

 

Day 21 touchdown Auckland! 
 We’ve flown halfway round the world on our return leg. We’re probably a bit pooped and 

jetlagged, but that’ll pass. It’s been a BLAST, this grand African adventure … but ahhh, it’s GOOD 
to be home!  
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Fine print. . .  

   TOUR PRICE: MIDLIFE MADNESS ON SAFARI 
   per person share twin  – $18,500 estimate only 
   single supplement  – available on request 

 
TOUR PRICE INCLUDES: 
1. Airfares: economy class from Auckland to Nairobi … and Nairobi to 

Auckland 
2. Taxes: airport taxes and airline security taxes 
3. Transfers: from airports to hotels/lodges 
4. Visa Fees: for Kenya & Tanzania 
5. Stopover: in Dubai  
6. Accommodation: 5-star safari lodges in Kenya and Tanzania, plus our 

hotel in Dubai  
7. Meals: all meals while on safari, as detailed in the final itinerary 
8. Sightseeing: all excursions and National Park fees as detailed in the 

final itinerary 
9. Transportation: all transfers and game viewing throughout Kenya and 

Tanzania in open-top 4WD safari vehicles 
10. Local Guides: services of experienced English-speaking driver/guides 

(one for each vehicle) 
11. Tipping: all group gratuities 
12. Tour Leaders: the services of John and Robyn Cooney 
 
TOUR PRICE EXCLUDES: 
1. passport fees 
2. extra meals (i.e. other than those detailed in the final itinerary) 
3. drinks with meals or otherwise 
4. travel insurance 
5. items of a personal nature – such as laundry, phone calls, souvenirs, 

etc 
 
PAYMENTS 
 1st Deposit Due   – $1,500 pp, payable with booking 
 2nd Deposit Due   – $1,500 pp, payable September 1, 2019 
 Final Payment Due – March 1, 2020 
1. Your tour reservation will be confirmed on receipt of deposit and 

booking form. 
2. Payment in full is required at time of booking for reservations made 

after March 1, 2020. 
3. Travel documents and instructions for joining your tour will be sent to 

you two to three weeks before departure from New Zealand 
(providing full payment has been received). 

 
MINIMUM NUMBERS  
Tour costs are based on a minimum of 20 tour members. House of Travel 
reserves the right to cancel the tour if this number is not reached. If this 
happens, all monies will be fully refunded. This action will relieve House of 
Travel of any further liability to the client. All indications are that this tour 
will be well supported. 
 
CANCELLATION & REFUNDS 
Tour Arrangements: 
If you find it necessary to cancel your Midlife Madness tour, monies will be 
refunded less a cancellation fee per person as follows:  
 If you cancel after 1st deposit paid, but before 2nd deposit (generally 

up to 180 days prior to departure) – less cancellation fee of $250. 
 If you cancel between 2nd deposit and full payment (generally from 

180 to 100 days) – less cancellation fee of 50% (or as advised, due to 
commitments made to suppliers). 

 If you cancel after full payment has been made (generally 90 to 105 
days prior to departure) – no refund, sorry.  

 
Note:    i.  We commit to offering you as much of a refund as possible   
    whenever possible.  
      ii.  We will retain a minimum of $500, plus any cancellation fees  
    levied by suppliers, where your cancellation affects the cost to  
    the group, or affects the size or viability of the group. 
     iii.  Cancellation conditions may vary by supplier. 
 
No refund is available for cancellation after commencement of tour 
arrangements or on any services not used. Should you encounter any 
problems on your tour it is always better to try and solve it on the spot 
with the operator of the tour. If this is not possible and you wish to lodge 
a complaint, this should be done in writing within 30 days of completing 
your tour. 
 

           booking conditions: 

  how to book: 
1. Read the Booking Conditions (below). 

2. Complete the Booking Form (one per person, carefully filling in your passport details). 

3. Mail the following to House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051: 

  your Booking Form 

  your First Deposit Cheque ($1,500 per person, refundable until June 1, 2019) 

  plus a photocopy of your Passport’s main page   

4. If you want House of Travel’s discounted insurance, please tick that box on your Booking Form.  

5. If you’re paying online (by credit card or direct credit) please phone House of Travel Ellerslie – tollfree 
on 0800 323 333 – for their bank account details. 

6. House of Travel Ellerslie will confirm your booking in writing and send you a receipt for your deposit. 

7. If the tour’s already full, you’ll be advised (with regret) and your deposit will be returned immediately. 



Sightseeing: No refunds will be made to passengers who elect not to 
partake in shore excursions included in the itinerary. 
 
Air Arrangements: Cancellation fees will apply as required by Airline 
Tariff Regulations and will vary dependent upon the type of airfare 
utilised. Travel insurance is compulsory for everyone on this tour. 
 
Name Changes may require the cancellation and rebooking of your airfare 
portion at your expense. Amendment fees and fare differences may be 
incurred. 
 
INSURANCE 
You agree that we will have no liability for any loss or damage of any kind 
(direct, indirect, consequential or otherwise) you may suffer resulting from 
cancellation, loss of luggage and personal property, medical expenses, and 
the effects of accident, however it is caused. It is your responsibility to 
insure yourself fully. 
 
CHECKING YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
It is important that you check all of the documentation handed to you in 
relation to your proposed travel and accommodation to ensure that it fully 
meets with your requirements and to ensure that there have been no 
misunderstandings. 
 
HEALTH AND FITNESS 
Pre-Existing Medical Conditions: We strongly recommend a visit to your 
doctor and dentist before your holiday. You must ask your doctor about 
current inoculation requirements. Full details of pre-existing medical 
conditions must be forwarded to House of Travel when you book. Failure 
to do so is a breach of these conditions and may result in your being 
excluded from the tour and all funds paid being forfeited. Clients 70 years 
old (or more) and/or with pre-existing medical conditions require a 
medical certificate from their doctor clearing them for this tour and House 
of Travel reserves the right, at its discretion, to cancel your booking and 
refund the money paid by you. During your holiday you are under the 
control of your Tour Leader, who has the authority to determine your 
suitability to continue with the tour. 
 
Illness or Absenteeism: In case you have to withdraw from the tour after it 
has begun for reasons such as illness, be sure to obtain a medical 
certificate in support of any insurance claim. House of Travel lregrets that 
they are not able to make refunds for absences from the tour, including 
but not limited to missed meals or sightseeing.  
 
Physical Disabilities: If you need any form of assistance or are physically 
disabled, you must be accompanied by a passenger who will take full 
responsibility for any assistance needed during the safari, associated land 
arrangements and in the event of an emergency. You must notify us in 
writing prior to booking of any disabilities, medical apparatus, or special 
medical assistance you may need. We reserve the right to decline anyone 
for any reason who, in the opinion of House of Travel, is unsuitable for 
travel or whose condition may affect the health, safety or enjoyment of 
other passengers.  
 
TOUR EXCLUSIONS 
House of Travel and your Tour Leader reserve the right to withdraw tour 
membership from anyone whose behaviour is deemed likely to affect the 
smooth operation of the tour or adversely affect the enjoyment or safety 
of other passengers, and House of Travel shall be under no liability to any 
such person. 
 
BOOKING CONDITIONS 
1. The guarantees under the Consumer Guarantees Act 1993 will apply 

to services supplied by us except where they are acquired, or are held 
out as being acquired, for business purposes. 

1.1 The services that House of Travel supply consist of arranging and 
coordinating travel, entertainment and accommodation facilities and 
services, and making bookings, issuing tickets and vouchers to be 
redeemed by Suppliers. We will not be liable for any loss or damage of any 
kind (direct, indirect, consequential or otherwise) which you may suffer 
resulting from selection of those suppliers, or your use or consumption of, 
or inability to use or consume those facilities or services. 
1.2 We undertake to perform these services with reasonable care and 
skill. We will not be liable for any loss or damage which results from the 
act, default or omission of any person other than ourselves, our 
employees or agents, or any cause independent of human control. This 
includes (but is not limited to), loss or damage which arises directly or 
indirectly from any act of God, weather disruptions, dangers incidental to 
the sea, fire, breakdown in machinery or equipment, acts of Governments 
or other authorities de jure or de facto, wars whether declared, or not, 
hostilities, civil disturbances, strikes, riots, deaths, pilferage, epidemics, 
quarantines or medical or customs regulations. 
1.3 We are not able to exercise control over services we do not supply 
directly, therefore we will not be responsible for any loss or damage 
arising from: 
 any booking made directly with a service Supplier by another travel 

agent; or 
 any services which are not provided by us and which are additional to 

those described in this information pack. 
 
2. Supply of Travel, Entertainment, Accommodation Services and 

Facilities   
2.1 When we make your bookings with the Suppliers of travel, 
entertainment and accommodation facilities or services, we are acting as a 
booking agent for the Suppliers. 
2.2 All travel, entertainment and accommodation facilities or services are 
supplied directly to you by the Suppliers. We have no control over the 
facilities or services themselves, or the manner in which they are provided 
by the Suppliers. Therefore you should be aware of the following 
conditions: 
 We will not be liable for any loss or damage of any kind which may arise 

from your use of, consumption of, or inability to use or consume those 
facilities or services. 

 The provision of those facilities or services is subject to the terms and 
conditions of your contract with each Supplier. 

 Where for any reason, a Supplier is unable to provide particular facilities 
or services, then that Supplier may be entitled, under its contract with 
you, to substitute those services or facilities with comparable or 
equivalent facilities, or services without incurring any liability to you. 
You should check your contract with each Supplier. 

 All facilities or services described by us are subject to availability from 
the Supplier. 

 We will not be liable or responsible for any loss or damage relating to 
your luggage, personal possessions, health or welfare, or delays or 
travel disruptions unless these arise directly from the service we provide 
to you. 

 
3. Business Purposes 
You agree that where our services are acquired for business purposes, or 
where you hold yourself out for acquiring our services for business 
purposes, the Consumer Guarantee Act 1993 will not apply to any supply 
of goods or services made under these conditions and we will not be liable 
or responsible for any loss or damage of any kind to you, including any 
consequential loss or damage however it may be caused. 
 
4. Information in this Pack 
4.1 While we have exercised reasonable care and skill to ensure that the 
contents of this information pack are correct, accurate, and up-to-date at 
the time of production, please note that the contents of this pack are 
based on information supplied to us by the Suppliers. 
We do not have and cannot be reasonably expected to have, personal 
knowledge about all of the facilities or services provided by each Supplier. 
4.2 Facilities or services may change after the date of pack production. 
We endeavour to keep you informed of any changes to information in this 
pack which are brought to our attention. Prior to booking, you should ask 
House of Travel about any changes to the published information of which 
they may be aware. You should also make sure that if House of Travel is 
advised of changes which occur after booking, House of Travel is able to 
contact you. 
4.3 Emirates does not, by virtue of their endorsement of this information 
pack, represent themselves as either contracting with any purchaser of a 
holiday from House of Travel or as having any other legal relationship with 
such purchaser. 
 
5. Prices 
5.1 Unless otherwise specified, all prices shown in this information pack 
are on a per person/twin share basis and are expressed in New Zealand 
dollars. 
5.2 Events beyond our control, such as currency fluctuations, taxes, 
changes to the price of fuel or changes to the cost of services or facilities 
may result in the prices charged to you being different from those shown 
in this information pack. You should check all prices with House of Travel 
before making reservations and before making final payment 
5.3 Prices may also be liable to variation between the time of booking 
and departure. We reserve the right to vary the price up until final 
ticketing and documentation being received by suppliers especially 
concerning taxes and fuel charges, which are totally beyond our control. 
5.4 Receipt of a deposit will be taken as an understanding by the 
Company that the participant has read and agrees to abide by these terms 
and conditions. 
 
6. Legal Claims 
Any claims or legal action in connection with the provision of our services 
to you will be governed by the laws of New Zealand.  
Any claim or legal action against the Suppliers is likely to be subject to the 
terms of your contract with them, and may be governed by the laws of 
other countries. 
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 Please book my place on the August 2020  
MIDLIFE MADNESS ON SAFARI 

 

I wish to UPGRADE to BUSINESS CLASS or PREMIUM ECONOMY CLASS    YES–NO 
on Emirates flights               (please circle) 
 

I’m interested in doing EXTRA TRAVEL           YES–NO 
when the safari has ended             (please circle) 

DEPOSIT … (please sign and date) 
 

Yes, I accept the Booking Conditions for 
the August 2020 AFRICAN SAFARI, and I 
enclose my first deposit of $1,500 pp.     
 

Please acknowledge my booking, and 
send me my receipt. 

 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Date ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
INSURANCE: (please tick one) 
 

 I am taking the RECOMMENDED 
travel insurance, and enclose my full 
premium payment – plus my 
completed application form.      
(I understand the 20% insurance 
discount will be deducted by House 
of Travel when calculating my final 
tour invoice.) 

  
 I’m taking out MY OWN insurance. 

Important: please send your policy 
details and Insurance Co emergency 
phone numbers to House of Travel.  

 
PAYMENT METHOD: 
 

(please tick one) 
 

 I enclose my cheque for $………………………. 
 

 Please charge my credit card 
 

   $………………………. 
 

 Visa/Mastercard  (please circle) 
 

 Card No: 
 
 …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 Name on Card: 
 
 …………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Signed: 
 
 …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 Expires: 
 
 …………………………………………………………………………………... 

 If paying Online by direct credit or 
credit card, phone House of Travel 
for bank a/c details: 0800 323 333 

 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 (please circle) 
 

Age ……… Date of Birth ………./………./………. Nationality …………………………………………….. (e.g. New Zealand, British) 

 
Passport No ………………………………………………………………………….. Expiry Date ……………………………………………………………. 
 
Name you prefer to be called by ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Phone ………..……………………………..………………………... hm / wk    Mobile ……………….…………………………………………………………..  
 
Email address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Skywards No ….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Have you been on a previous Midlife Madness cruise or tour?   (please circle)  YES–NO 

 

AGE, HEALTH & FITNESS: 
Important: Please read the About You section – page 7/8 of the InfoPack. If you have any health or 
mobility issues, or you’re 70 years old (or over), you and your doctor will need to complete a Medical 
Certificate – available from House of Travel. 

 

  Do you have any health/fitness/mobility problems that we should be aware of?  
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

  Is there any illness or disability for which you are on permanent medication? 
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

  Do you require special inflight meals (e.g. gluten-free or vegetarian)?  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

FAMILY CONTACTS IN NZ:   
 
Name 1 …………………………………..………………..…………………………………..…………... Relationship………………………………………… 
 

Phone…………………………………..………………………. (home/work)  Mobile ………..……..…………………………………………………………….. 

 
Name 2 …………………………………..………………..…………………………………..…………... Relationship………………………………………… 
 

Phone…………………………………..………………………. (home/work)  Mobile………..……..……………………………………………………………... 

(tick one) 

(tick one) 

 

HOTEL & SAFARI LODGE ACCOMMODATION 

Please arrange      single room  (I will pay the extra SINGLE price) 
        share double  (room with double bed – available on request) 

        share twin   (room with twin beds) 
 

I am       travelling with ……………………………………………………………………………………. (name) 

        travelling alone  

27 

Midlife Madness on Safari 

1.  CAREFULLY COMPLETE ONE FORM PER PERSON 

2.  GIVE THE SAME FULL NAME BELOW AS IN YOUR PASSPORT 

3.  INCLUDE A PHOTOCOPY OF THE MAIN PAGE FROM YOUR  
   PASSPORT WHEN YOU SEND IN THIS BOOKING FORM  P

LE
A

SE
 

  

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE  
PAYABLE TO  

House of Travel  
  
  

MAIL WITH YOUR BOOKING FORM AND 
TRAVEL INSURANCE  

APPLICATION TO 
  

House of Travel, PO Box 11164, 
Ellerslie, Auckland 1051 

- - - - - - - 
for all enquiries phone  

HOUSE OF TRAVEL 
0800 323 333 (toll-free) 



 Please book my place on the August 2020  
MIDLIFE MADNESS ON SAFARI 

 

I wish to UPGRADE to BUSINESS CLASS or PREMIUM ECONOMY CLASS    YES–NO 
on Emirates flights               (please circle) 
 

I’m interested in doing EXTRA TRAVEL           YES–NO 
when the safari has ended             (please circle) 

DEPOSIT … (please sign and date) 
 

Yes, I accept the Booking Conditions for 
the August 2020 AFRICAN SAFARI, and I 
enclose my first deposit of $1,500 pp.     
 

Please acknowledge my booking, and 
send me my receipt. 

 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Date ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
INSURANCE: (please tick one) 
 

 I am taking the RECOMMENDED 
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premium payment – plus my 
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(I understand the 20% insurance 
discount will be deducted by House 
of Travel when calculating my final 
tour invoice.) 

  
 I’m taking out MY OWN insurance. 

Important: please send your policy 
details and Insurance Co emergency 
phone numbers to House of Travel.  

 
PAYMENT METHOD: 
 

(please tick one) 
 

 I enclose my cheque for $………………………. 
 

 Please charge my credit card 
 

   $………………………. 
 

 Visa/Mastercard  (please circle) 
 

 Card No: 
 
 …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 Name on Card: 
 
 …………………………………………………………………………………... 
 Signed: 
 
 …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 Expires: 
 
 …………………………………………………………………………………... 

 If paying Online by direct credit or 
credit card, phone House of Travel 
for bank a/c details: 0800 323 333 

 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 (please circle) 
 

Age ……… Date of Birth ………./………./………. Nationality …………………………………………….. (e.g. New Zealand, British) 

 
Passport No ………………………………………………………………………….. Expiry Date ……………………………………………………………. 
 
Name you prefer to be called by ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Phone ………..……………………………..………………………... hm / wk    Mobile ……………….…………………………………………………………..  
 
Email address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Skywards No ….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Have you been on a previous Midlife Madness cruise or tour?   (please circle)  YES–NO 

 

AGE, HEALTH & FITNESS: 
Important: Please read the About You section – page 7/8 of the InfoPack. If you have any health or 
mobility issues, or you’re 70 years old (or over), you and your doctor will need to complete a Medical 
Certificate – available from House of Travel. 

 

  Do you have any health/fitness/mobility problems that we should be aware of?  
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

  Is there any illness or disability for which you are on permanent medication? 
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

  Do you require special inflight meals (e.g. gluten-free or vegetarian)?  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

FAMILY CONTACTS IN NZ:   
 
Name 1 …………………………………..………………..…………………………………..…………... Relationship………………………………………… 
 

Phone…………………………………..………………………. (home/work)  Mobile ………..……..…………………………………………………………….. 

 
Name 2 …………………………………..………………..…………………………………..…………... Relationship………………………………………… 
 

Phone…………………………………..………………………. (home/work)  Mobile………..……..……………………………………………………………... 

(tick one) 

(tick one) 

 

HOTEL & SAFARI LODGE ACCOMMODATION 

Please arrange      single room  (I will pay the extra SINGLE price) 
        share double  (room with double bed – available on request) 

        share twin   (room with twin beds) 
 

I am       travelling with ……………………………………………………………………………………. (name) 

        travelling alone  
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