
OUR ROMANTIC JOURNEY   MORE SPAIN HIGHLIGHTS 

 
HEN LONELY PLANET RANKED THE 
10 cities that everyone will be dying 
to visit in the coming year, guess 
which city occupied the coveted 
No.1 spot? That’s right – SEVILLE, 
regional capital of Southern Spain, 

situated on the banks of the Guadalquivir River, and 
abundant in flamenco dancing, Gothic architecture, and 
mouth-watering churros. We Mad Midlifers have three 
nights here – so brace yourselves, folks: this will be fun! 

Our road-trip from Granada (see previous Teaser) 
takes us through the heart of Andalusia, home to 
stunning mountain landscapes, idyllic photo-spots, and the 
region’s most famous pueblo blanco – dazzling 
whitewashed villages, with their jumble of tightly-packed 
houses, narrow alleys, and quiet squares.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We begin Day #2 at the Real Alcazar (Royal 
Palace), itself a Christianized Almohad fortress, where 
Spain’s monarchy used to kick-back on holiday. Highlights? 
The dazzling dome of the Ambassadors’ Hall, the cool 
gardens and patios, and the State Rooms of Charles V.  

 We focus next on the Barrio de Santa Cruz – the 
city’s old Jewish Quarter, a beautiful warren of sparkling 
alleyways and flower-lined patios. We visit the great Gothic 
Cathedral (with its incredible gold-leaf altarpiece, Capilla 
Mayor) – built, as often happened back then, on the site of 
a 12th century mosque, and the second largest cathedral in 

Europe after St Peter’s in Rome. La Giralda, the bell tower 
is still recognizably a minaret, and the Patio de los 
Naranjos, with its fountains and orange trees, is 
unchanged from its former life.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 AY #3, FOR SOMETHING A LITTLE DIFFERENT, WE 
head to a local morning market, where we enjoy 
tastings of olives, fruits and yummy cheeses – plus 

generous samplings of traditional jamon de bellota. Touted 
as the finest ham in the world, it comes from free-range 
pigs that roam oak forests, eating only acorns during their 
last months of life. The exercise and is diet has a big impact 
on the flavour of the ham – which is cured for 36 months.  

 Mouths  
watering, we’re 
off to a cooking  
class where we  
learn how to  
make four  
traditional tapas,  
before enjoying  
them for lunch,  
accompanied (of  
course) by wine!  

 ASSLE-FREE TRAVEL WITH LOADS OF FUN: that’s 
our Mad Midlife promise! So if Spain & Portugal 
are on YOUR ‘bucket-list’ too, you ought to join us

(May 2019). Together we’ll have the time of our lives! 

SEVILLE 

PUEBLO BLANCO 


