
S SHHH! DON’T TELL ANYONE BUT THE 

We still have room for you on this getaway  
adventure-of-a-lifetime … but you need to book now! 

ALASKA HAS BECOME A HUGELY POPULAR DESTINATION. TOURISTS FLOCK FROM NEAR AND FAR TO EXPERIENCE A 
show-stopping action-packed CRUISE up that icy Alaskan shoreline. And the eye-popping ROCKY MOUNTAINEER is 
widely regarded as “the most spectacular train trip in the world!” We’ve had lots of requests for InfoPacks, and 
bookings are steadily coming in. Our reclining SilverLeaf seats on the dome-windowed Rocky Mountaineer are filling 
up – and many of the luxury cabins we’ve requested aboard Holland America Line’s Westerdam have already been 
claimed. Every indication is that the remaining accommodation will sell out FAST! The sooner you let us know – “YES, 
I’M COMING!” – the sooner we can book your flights and hotel-beds, secure your place on the train, put your name 
on the cabin of your choice, and get the red carpet laid out! 

Call Glen tollfree on 0800 323 333 now or email info@midlifemadness.tours today …   
and send in your booking form (see attached) plus deposit!  
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12 GOOD REASONS why you’ll be VERY GLAD you 
booked on this Alaskan adventure: 



reminder: fast facts & money matters: 
OUR ESTIMATED ALL-UP PRICE COVERS JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING – AIRFARES, HOTELS, SUPERIOR 
SilverLeaf service on the Rocky Mountaineer, 8-day cruise on the 5-star ms Westerdam, meals, tips and 

sightseeing. Our price also includes more top-of-the-line shore excursions than any comparable Mad Midlife 
adventure: like bear-hunting, whale-watching, helicopter-riding, glacier-crunching, wildlife-spotting (see previous 
page). These shore excursions are worth $2000 pp or more, and often aren’t included by promoters of similar tours.  

  Price will be confirmed early next year, and is subject to unexpected cost and currency fluctuations. 

 LENGTH OF TOUR:  24 days, Auckland-to-Auckland, departing Sunday September 1, 2019 

 ESTIMATED PRICE:   from $18,999 share-twin, per person – depending on your choice of cabin 

 DEPOSITS PAYABLE:  1st deposit with booking: $1500 pp (refundable up until March 1, 2019 – see Ts & Cs) 
        2nd deposit due March 1, 2019: $1500 pp (non-refundable) 

 FINAL PAYMENT DUE: May 20, 2019 (your final invoice will be sent out in March/April 2019) 

 If you’re travelling alone and want to share-twin, phone Glen (House of Travel Ellerslie) – 0800 323 333 – there’s 
a good chance he could match you up with another suitable single traveller. 

 If you’re travelling alone and require a cabin/room all to yourself, ask Glen about single cabin prices. 

 If you’d like to upgrade to a more expensive Luxury Suite, ask Glen about options and prices. 
 

in training for the Rockies! 
AS A SPECIAL BONUS ON OUR MAD MIDLIFE TOUR YOU’LL ENJOY THIS FANTASTIC RAIL EXCURSION – 
crossing the regal Canadian Rockies from Banff to Vancouver via the famous Spiral Tunnels and the 

legendary Kicking Horse Route. Hard to think of a better way to view the stunning peaks and canyons and scenery of 
this region than the Rocky Mountaineer SilverLeaf Service (a big step-up from the standard RedLeaf Service). Main 
features of the superior SilverLeaf Service: oversized domed windows … roomy, reclining seats … commentary 
provided by your onboard attendant … delicious hot-meal selections for breakfast and lunch, plus complimentary 
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wine or beer (or non-alcoholic beverages) with lunch  … served where you’re seated, so you won’t miss any of the 
action out your large picture-window … and outdoor viewing between coaches! 

  Ahh, yes, this journey will definitely feature high in your memory-books and photo-albums … just as it did last 
time we took a Mad Midlife group to Alaska. Here’s an excerpt from John’s travel blog: 
 

THE PAST TWO DAYS HAVE BEEN A BLAST, ALTHOUGH THEY BEGAN WITH AN UNEXPECTED HOLD-
up. A goods-train had derailed overnight on the Canadian-Pacific track, and instead of boarding the 
Rocky Mountaineer in Banff, we had to be bussed to the other side of the pile-up. It made little 
difference, however. Before you could say “Toot-toot!” our famous luxury train was rumbling down 
the tracks … beginning its long scenic journey into and over the spectacular Canadian Rockies, all the 
way to the far-west side of Canada. 

  Yesterday and today have, frankly, been a lovely blur. And the views from our big picture windows kept 
changing constantly: vast expansive ranchlands, dry-as-dust deserts, lush green forests, rocky lakeshores, high 
mountain passes, winding green-blue rivers, hold-your-breath cliffs, and pounding, swirling rapids.  

  We missed the Spiral Tunnels and the Kicking Horse Canyon (thanks to the derailment) – but there were still 
highlights-a-plenty: the Continental Divide, Rogers Pass, Craigellachie (where the last spike of this seemingly-endless 
railway was hammered home), the Cascade Mountains, the Fraser River Valley, and the rushing waters of Hell’s Gate. 

  As usual, on these Mad Midlife outings, we had more fun than we were legally entitled to. We were fed and 
watered and waited on hand-&-foot. A running commentary kept us entertained and informed. And our train was 
even chased, at one point, by a grumpy black bear who was foraging near the tracks when we thundered around a 
bend and disturbed him. 

  We made only two stops – the first, last night, in Kamloops (a sunset-bathed city in the heart of British 
Columbia), where all 750 passengers were ‘detrained’ and put to bed in hotels. And the second, late this afternoon, 
in the stunning coastal city of Vancouver, where (just two hours ago) we tucked into a lip-smacking meal of sockeye-
salmon and prawns. 

  We’re no longer on the Rocky Mountaineer, but we’re still rocking’n'rolling (the weirdest feeling). And we can’t 
stop raving about the unforgettable things we’ve been seeing and doing …  
 

until next newsletter:  
Between now and our departure, we’ll keep you updated with TOUR TEASERS (giving you a background 
‘taste’ of the places we’ll be stopping at) … plus occasional Midlife Madness NEWSLETTERS (giving you 

important details re our tour, Alaska travel tips, what to pack, money-money-money, etc).  

  In short, we’ll do everything we can to help you prepare for – and gain the MAX from – 
this fabulous travel experience!  

  So what are you waiting for?  
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PS: If this 2019 Tour is NOT for you (or if the dates don’t suit) please let us know. We’d rather not  
clutter up your letterbox with unwanted newsletters, and we can save a few $$ on paper and stamps. Thanks! 

 

 
 

TOUR BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES 
 John & Robyn Cooney, Midlife Madness Tours 

 PO Box 212, Whangamata 3643, NZ 

 Phone:  021 643 078  

 Website:   www.midlifemadness.tours 

 Email:    jc@johncooney.co.nz 

 Glen Armstrong, House of Travel 

 PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051, NZ 

 Freephone: 0800 323 333  

 Website:   www.hotellerslie.co.nz 

 Email:    info@midlifemadness.tours 

 

TOUR LEADERS & PROMOTERS 


