
JOIN US ON OUR ALASKA CRUISE – & COME RIDING ON  

rushing green-blue waters, hold-your-breath cliffs, and 
pounding, swirling rapids. The food was delicious, and the 
highlights were numerous: the Continental Divide, the 
Spiral Tunnels, the Kicking Horse Canyon, Rogers Pass and 
Craigellachie – where the last spike of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway was driven home.  

 A warm bed in a cosy hotel was awaiting us in the 
midway town of Kamloops. Then, next morning, our Rocky 
Mountaineer excursion continued its westerly direction – 
towards the Canadian coast and the Pacific Ocean. The 
views through our big picture-windows and overhead glass
-domes kept changing – from the desert-like environment 
of the interior … through winding river canyons, steep 
slopes and avalanche sheds along the Thompson River … 
alongside the rushing waters of Hell’s Gate in the Fraser 
Canyon … to the Cascade Mountains, the lush green fields 
of the Fraser River Valley, the coast and, finally, the 
beautiful city of Vancouver, where our great rail-romp 
came to an end.  

 So … thumbs-up for the Rocky Mountaineer? 
Absolutely! An enthusiastic “YES!” But, seriously, you’ve 
gotta experience it for yourself! 

 
HERE ARE TRAIN TRIPS … AND THEN THERE 
are rail journeys. There’s the weekend chug-a-
lug to visit your favourite aunt ... and then 
there’s the Rocky Mountaineer: “the most 
spectacular rail journey in the world!” Our 
previous Mad Midlife tours in Alaska included 

this special on-the-tracks experience … and we’ll be 
enjoying it all over again in September 2019!  

 Check out this excerpt from John’s travel diary … and 
have your appetite whetted: 

 O EXAGGERATION: THE PAST TWO DAYS HAVE 
been a blast! Following an early-morning transfer 
to the Banff rail station, we settled into our near-

new Silver-Leaf Service carriage aboard the luxury Rocky 
Mountaineer train for a scenic rail adventure that would 
take us almost 1000kms … up-up-up into the spectacular 
Canadian Rockies, then all the way to the west coast of 
Canada and Alaska.  

 In between being fed, watered and waited on hand-
&-foot, we kept eyes and cameras at the ready for award-
winning views of high mountain passes, rocky lakeshores, 


