
 
AVING KISSED GOODBYE TO OUR STYLISH 
cruise-ship, we now took aim on a vast 
pristine wilderness in Alaska’s remote far 
north. First coach-stop along the aptly-named 
Scenic Byway was Anchorage – founded in 

1914 as a work-camp for the railroad, then devastated by a 
1964 earthquake, but quickly recovering to become home 
for almost half of Alaska’s residents.  

 We stretched out next morning aboard a luxurious 
domed railcar – the McKinley Explorer – which took us, 
eventually, into magnificent Denali National Park, where 
we traded the railcar for seats on a genuine, cramped, old-
fashioned school-bus, and bounced off on a Tundra 
Wilderness Tour.  

 This remarkable natural wonderland proved to be 
our best chance of spotting some of the region’s hard-to-
find wildlife: curvy-horned sheep traversing rugged cliffs … 
golden eagles patrolling the ridges … moose, caribou and 
grizzly bears, foraging in upland meadows … and even a 
beaver or three, building dams in the streams that 
crisscross the park.  

 It was also our only chance to eyeball Mt Denali, an 
icy monster (previously known as Mt McKinley) soaring 
twice the height of Mt Cook.  

 Our grand Alaskan adventure wrapped up in 
Fairbanks – once a rough-and-ready pioneer hang-out, 
now the region's Golden Heart City. Fairbanks is just a hop-
step-and-a-jump from the Arctic Circle. In summertime it’s 
still twilight at 1am in the morning – and darkness lasts 
barely three hours. But during Alaska’s frigid winter, when 
temperatures drop to minus-40° (or worse), it is daylight 
that’s in short-supply.  

 But that doesn’t stop the Fairbankers from having 
fun. Their far-north town is start-line for the Iditarod 1000-
mile dog-sled race. It’s also Ground Zero for viewing the 
weirdly wonderful Aurora Borealis in the northern night 
skies.  

 We didn’t experience any auroras, regrettably. But 
we did go paddle-steaming aboard a beautifully restored 
riverboat – stepping ashore to explore an Athabascan 
Indian village … inspect an ancient steam-dredge … and 
pan for gold in the hope of a lucky last-day strike! 
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