
1. 
BOOK NOW … because 
the Rocky Mountaineer 
is the most spectacular 

train trip in the world ... and 
magical Lake Louise is a must! 
 

ONE EARLY HIGHLIGHT ON THIS MAD 
Midlife Adventure is Lake Louise – its 
robin-egg-blue waters surrounded by 
a mountainous amphitheatre of 
overwhelming grandeur. And we’ll 
see lots more of that grandeur when 
we cross the wild, untamed Canadian 
Rockies aboard the famous Rocky 
Mountaineer Scenic Train.  

 Our route will take us from 
Banff all the way to the west coast of 
Canada and Alaska … past vast 
interior ranchlands, rocky lakeshores, 
high mountain passes and hold-your-
breath river canyons. Highlights 
include the Continental Divide, the 
Spiral Tunnels, the Kicking Horse 
Canyon, and the rushing glacial 
waters of Hell’s Gate.  

 While watching these 
constantly changing views out our 
large picture-windows, we’ll lie back 
in our roomy, reclining seats … enjoy 
an entertaining onboard commentary 
… be served delicious meal-options … 
and have the time of our lives.  

 Ahh, yes, this two-day rail 
journey will definitely be one for the 
memory-books and photo-albums! 

2. 
BOOK NOW… because 
Vancouver is probably 
the most scenic, most 

stunning, most tourist-friendly 
big-town you’ll ever visit! 
 

MOST BIG CITIES LOOK PRETTY MUCH 
the same, don’t you reckon? “See one 
– you’ve seen them all!” But that’s 
not true of Vancouver.  

 This glittering showcase is the 
envy of the Pacific Northwest: wall-
to-wall skyscrapers everywhere you 
look … fantastic mirror-glass 
reflections everywhere else … island-
studded waters … a wow-you 
waterfront littered with fountains, 
parks and cafes … swarms of colourful 
floatplanes taking off and landing … 
and an endless procession of cruise-
ships, kayaks, sailboats and ferries.  

 The trouble with Vancouver is, 
words and photos simply don’t do it: 
you’ve gotta BE THERE! And don’t get 
us started on the 360° no-matter-
which-way-you-turn views. If you’re 
after green rainforest, blue ocean, 
white mountaintops, and pink sock-
eye salmon, you truly couldn’t come 
to a better place! 

 We truly can’t wait to share it 
with you! 

3. 
BOOK NOW … because 
Victoria’s gorgeous 
Butchart Gardens are 

about as close to a botanical 
paradise as you’re gonna get! 
 

THE WORLD-FAMOUS AND UTTERLY 
lovely Butchart Gardens – a 
magnificent botanical estate near 
Victoria on Vancouver Island – were 
created 100 years ago from the 
remains of an old quarry. They were 
expecting their 50-millionth visitor 
last time we Kiwis were there … and 
you’d have to be an unseeing, 
unfeeling, uncultured klutz not to be 
blown away!  

 There are 55 acres of flowers 
alone in this place, and it’s hard to 
know where to start. We oohed and 
aahed and isn’t-it-beautifulled … we 
strolled meandering paths and 
expansive lawns … we played hide-
and-seek amongst the hedgerows … 
we climbed steps, smelled the roses, 
sat under shade trees … and we 
snacked at the café.  

 And the gardening enthusiasts 
in our group? Oh, they thought they 
had died and gone to heaven! 


