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Travel adventures for the young-at-heart … with John & Robyn Cooney 

Calling All Mad Midlifers:  

WOW! THE PAST FEW MONTHS HAVE BEEN WEIRD – DON’T YOU AGREE? IT’S LIKE SOMEONE 
stuck a pitchfork into our world and turned it upside down! None of us saw it coming. And 
you’re not on your own if, at times, you’ve felt alarmed … scared … confused … numb.  

Covid-19 has dominated everything everywhere. And, across countries great and small, there’s been little else that 
people have talked about. Here in Godzone, under Level #2 of ‘lockdown’, life is feeling more like normal. But many 
Kiwis are feeling the impact on their health, their income, their security, their jobs, their businesses – and our hearts 
go out to you if you’re one of those.  

The travel industry especially has taken a hit, with borders closed, flights cancelled, everyone told to stay home. And 
our best-laid plans for this year’s Mad Midlife Tours – to Japan, Europe and Africa – have all had to change. 

Robyn and I have kept in close contact with Glen (at House of Travel Ellerslie) – via endless emails, updates and 
phonecalls. And, if you’d hoped to travel with us in 2020, you’ll have heard from me and Glen more than once.  

Our huge thanks to Glen for the load he has had to carry   
… untangling arrangements with airlines, overseas operators, etc … answering your queries …  

and obtaining refunds wherever possible. 

It’s too early to know when the Covid-19 crisis will finally end. But airlines are expected to start 
flying again soon … borders will eventually reopen … and tourism will return to being SAFE, 
AFFORDABLE and ATTRACTIVE. There’s light at the end of the tunnel, folks, and we’re keen to 
go adventuring again with you and other fun-loving Kiwi friends.  

Just as soon as ‘GO’ signals and green lights come on, and the experts agree that we’re safe to travel, Midlife 
Madness Tours will be up-up-and-away again! We’ve successfully scheduled (or rescheduled) FOUR FABULOUS 
OVERSEAS TOURS … plus we’d love you to join us on a CHOICE NEW GETAWAY, much closer to home! 



Our previous Japan tour was so good that we’re doing 
it all again … and we’ve got two places left for YOU! 
Exquisite, colourful, surprising Japan – an even-better-than-expected experience 
you’ll never forget!  The people couldn’t be more welcoming. Their hi-speed bullet-
trains will blow you away. The accommodation is superb. The food is an 
adventure all in itself: we’re gonna eat our way around Japan, sampling sashimi, 
tempura, yakitori, shabu-shabu plus other delicacies you can’t pronounce.  

But it’s the CHERRY BLOSSOMS that’ll leave you speechless – erupting in a blaze of 
pink-and-white, and blanketing town and country in soft, glorious splendour.  

HURRY: This limited-numbers tour will SOON BE FULL! Decide NOW to join us in March next year! You won’t regret it! 

 

Includes VIP tickets to a 
glittering live Andre Rieu 

concert in Maastricht! 

Enjoy a Swiss Highlights Tour by Train – plus a luxury Avalon River Cruise   
from Basel to Amsterdam, featuring medieval towns, cathedrals,  

ancient castles, scenic wonders and more – 19 fabulous days! 

 

only SIX places left 
(depending on tickets available) 

Staying throughout in luxury, Africa-theme lodges … daily game-drives in open-top  
Safari 4WDs … Africa’s free-to-roam animals so real and so close you can almost  
reach out and touch … famous game-parks like the Masai Mara & the Serengeti,  

centre-stage for the most dramatic wildlife show on earth: the legendary  
migration of million-strong herds of wildebeests & zebras, pursued by  

hungry predators – lions, leopards, hyenas, jackals, vultures ... the majesty  
of elephant families on the move … the stink of hippos in mud-pools …  

astonishing birdlife … and more fun than you could possibly believe! 

Just  
FOUR  

places left!  
Please don’t 

miss out!  
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OUR 2020 TOURS WERE ALL SET TO GO WHEN THE CORONAVIRUS VIRUS STRUCK! 
AARRGGHH! But, once the shock wore off, Glen got busy – postponing those tours until next year or the year after. 
Things could change again, of course. (Let’s hope not!) But here, fingers-crossed, are our revised plans: new dates , 
but the same fantastic itineraries. And start packing, because there’s still room on each of these tours for YOU! 



But read on: there’s more! 
TRAVEL IS IN OUR DNA … AND WE KIWIS WERE BORN TO GO ADVENTURING! 

While we wait for the Covid-19 dust to finally settle, we don’t have to sit around doing nothing. 
No, far from it! We’ve got a timely opportunity to do some Mad Midlife exploring here in one 
of the most beautiful countries on earth: HOME-SWEET-HOME NEW ZEALAND!  

We’ll shortly announce departure dates, itineraries and prices for TWO brand-new, 10-12 day, small-group tours: 

MAD MIDLIFE & MAD MIDLIFE  

 We’re looking at DATES later this year, probably October/November 2020.  We’ll choose ROUTES that feature 

scenic wonders and regional highlights.  We’ll head off the beaten tracks in search of memorable added value: like 

country hospitality, local festivals, private gardens, relaxed home/farm lunches, and more.  Our PRICES will include 
pretty-much everything (Auckland-to-Auckland airfares, coach & rail transport, quality accommodation, meals, 

sightseeing & entrance fees, etc).  And your TOUR HOSTS – John & Robyn Cooney – promise the same hassle-free 
fun and friendship that they’ve brought to all their Midlife Madness adventures over the past 20 years.  

a 21-day tour … plus the  
Oberammergau* Passion Play 

   Imagine travelling to this fairytale region … settling into your spacious cabin … being pampered day & night, while famous  
     scenes and landscapes glide slowly past, right outside your window. Come with us, and enjoy this unique experience in 
        the company of like-minded, young-at-heart Kiwis! Act now …  
         WE’VE GOT ROOM FOR FOUR MORE! 

Register your interest now: 
(small groups: limited no’s) 

  NORTH ISLAND ESCAPE 

  SOUTH ISLAND ESCAPE
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Finally, on a personal note … 
PLEASE BE REASSURED: Midlife Madness Tours has NOT closed down … Robyn and I have NOT retired from travel … 
and Glen (our House of Travel bookings manager) is still in business! As we come out the other side of this virus, our 
fun-filled, hassle-free adventures will happen again. Just watch this space! 

PLEASE BE ENCOURAGED: Covid-19 might be the worst time for many people. But, for many others, it might yet be 
the BEST. It’s helped us realise, maybe, how little we actually need … how much we actually have … and the true 
value of family, friendship, human connection. For a while there (remember?), kids had time at home with Mum and 
Dad … parents had fun with their youngsters … new ways were found to reach out and say “Hi!” … hectic schedules 
were replaced by talking and thinking and afternoon naps … the world seemed quieter … the air seemed cleaner … 
the birdsong seemed louder … traffic-holdups disappeared … a tank of gas lasted a month … people focussed for a 
change on hygiene and health … money was no longer the be-all-and-end-all of everything … and we found ourselves 
stopping to smell the roses. 

PLEASE STAY IN TOUCH: Share your lockdown insights … bring US up-to-date … and remember: we LOVE hearing 
from YOU, our Mad Midlife friends! Give us your Top-10 bucket-list ideas: tell us what you’d like to do, travel-wise … 
where you’d like to go … when would suit you best. And help us make the most of upcoming opportunities! 

If you’re already booked on one of the tours outlined in this newsletter, we can’t wait to go adventuring with you! 

Our best wishes to everyone 
… on behalf of the  
Midlife Madness Team!  

 

 

This outback odyssey through Australia’s untamed Red Centre 
– the ancient ‘Never-Never’ – promises fantastic landscapes 
(like Kings Canyon) … astonishing birdlife and wildlife (like 
jumping crocodiles) … sunrise over iconic Ayers Rock/Uluru 
… and Gold Service sleeper-cabins (with ensuites) aboard one 
of the world’s most stylish trains: The Ghan!  

ADELAIDE  HAHNDORF GERMAN VILLAGE  BAROSSA 
WINERIES  CLARE VALLEY  ALICE SPRINGS  ULURU 
(AYERS ROCK)  KINGS CANYON  KATHERINE GORGE 
DARWIN  KAKADU NATIONAL PARK  ARNHEM LAND  

    Departure date and price yet to be announced … please register your interest  now.  

JUST A SHORT FLIGHT AWAY, WITH BORDERS & SAFE TRAVEL SET TO OPEN SOON: 

Australia!  

The WONDERFUL LAND OF OZ has long been the favourite overseas destination for us Kiwis. 
Endless Mad Midlife adventures are waiting to be had! And NOW (or in the very near future, 
thanks to Covid-19) might be a good time to enjoy one of those – don’t you agree? 

We can’t announce dates and details until all the ducks line up and both Governments give it the green light. But 
here’s an Oz Idea that might push your buttons and tick your boxes. Let’s know NOW if you’re interested:   

p4 


